
Maine Mensa Ex-Comm Meeting  
Sunday, June 5, 2016    (Minutes include Maine Mensa RG Committee Report) 

 
Type of meeting: Executive Committee Meeting 
The meeting was held at Panera Bread,  
11 Main St. (Westbrook crossing), Westbrook, Maine. 
Officers present: Anne Allen (LocSec); Sue Flaherty (Assistant LocSec); Robert S. Lagos (Editor and 
Publications Officer); Jim Sloan (Program Chair); Kathryn Masters (Ombudsman); Leona Prodouz (At Large 
and Membership Coordinator). 
Also present: Chance Stevens-Griffeth, Scholarship Chair. 
Officers not present: Gerald Nessman (Treasurer). 

 
Minutes recorded by Anne Allen and Rob Lagos 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:08 pm. 
 
Old Business. 
 
Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
The minutes to the last meeting of March 13, 2016 were approved. 
 
Culture Quest: 
 
Maine had four teams compete this year, and winners have not yet been announced, but the point totals for 
each team are in: 
 

Portland-1 (4 members):  82.5 
Portland-2 (4 members):  67 
Downeast (4 members):  64 
Bangor (2 members):  19 

 
There was talk about creating an "A" team or grand team, consisting of all-stars.  Further discussion about 
this is tabled for the winter meeting. 
 
A letter from Anne went out to the AMC (to Nicole Sorenson, cc Lisa Maxwell and Deb Stone) regarding 
problems encountered in the Culture Quest process.   The content of this letter follows: 
 

Hi All, 
 
Maine usually has quite a few CQ teams.  Last year 5; this year 4.  All of our teams noticed problems 
with this year's CQ packets we received. 
 
1. One received Postage Due. 
2. One received the tests unsealed. 
3. On some, the instructions (to read beforehand) were in the sealed envelope with the tests. 
4. One had no instructions.  (I always send them ahead to the teams anyways.) 
5. One had the Signed paper (to be completed beforehand) in the sealed envelope. 
6. None had any cover sheet as before with the Mensa logo - who wrote it, etc. - AND a place to 
enter your Team Name. 



7. Without a cover sheet, there was no place to write in the Team Name - and some teams did not - 
thinking 'you' must have some way 'you' are going to know this. 
 
Hopefully my Team Captains wrote their return address on their submissions - because there was 
NO return address on the Tyvek envelopes we received from National. 
 
We have no issues with the Quest itself.  The questions were murky and difficult.  There wasn't as 
much humor or fun in it, but that's just something we have gotten used to in the past. 
 
The actual management of the mailing, presentation, etc. was really awful.  Our questions are: 
 
Why were there any changes?  There was no improvement.  Postage due is silly.  The packages were 
all different and not up to the standards we have had in the past.  The signup sheet and instructions 
should be available BEFORE the sealed envelope is opened.  There should be a cover sheet on all 
the sets to brand this as Mensa and have a place to have our Team Name.  Team Name should be on 
the mailing label to the Team Captain. 
 
Personally, in my humble opinion, it looked pretty shoddy and rinky-dink.  I have no clue what 
changed or why.  Hopefully you can go back to the quality in previous years. 
 
Some team members asked why the return envelope doesn't have postage already on it - to return to 
National - that makes sense. 
 
Anne Allen, Loc Sec 
Maine Mensa  

 
 
Maine Mensa Regional Gathering (May 20-22): 
 
A report from the Maine RG committee was created, detailing feed-back, as well as what seemed to work and 
what seemed not to work, on last month's Maine RG.   Most of the feedback received was positive.  The 
hotel seemed to enjoy having us and is offering us the same rate for next year.  Feedback from guests was 
generally positive, with few complaints.  The "executive" room on the 6th floor did not seem to work well, 
and efforts will be made to rent a room closer to the game room next year.  Money was lost on the Brew Bus 
and T-shirts.  Overall financial loss is estimated to be around $250, but official numbers are not yet compiled.  
This falls in line of what we were expecting for this event.  Plans on having a Maine RG next year are still 
tentative.   
The following is the content of the Maine RG committee report: 
 

Maine Mensa 2016 RG at the Clarion Hotel in Portland 
 
Mini RG: 
Hotel:  They enjoyed having us there and have already offered us the same rate ($97.50) for June 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, 2017 if we decide to offer a RG next year.  Our guests enjoyed the space, the rooms and the 
restaurant.  Few complaints, smoke smell in some rooms no hot water but over all good. 
What didn't work: The executive suite didn't work, too far from game room, people who did wander 
up there were surprised to find someone sleeping there.  Next year (if we do it) might be worth 
renting a room near the game room, take out the bed put in chairs and use that as the hang out 
room.  Also, make it much easier to stock the refreshments. 

Pub Crawl/Brew Bus 



We lost money on brew bus but it was a fun experience for those who went.  Next year if people 
want to brew bus might offer transportation to join a regular brew tour and not try to do a private 
one.  Brew Bus had 10 seats sold/13 seats were available.  Pub Crawl well received only two 
problems: Transportation back to the hotel was haphazard and next year maybe make arrangements 
with hotel for private van transportation. It also emptied out game room so people felt 
abandoned back at the hotel.  Pub Crawl 12 participants. 

Games Very enjoyable for the participants, demoing was great, maybe try to make gaming more 
inclusive by offering some sign-up sheets so people can join games more easily. A couch/comfy chair 
area in the room for those not gaming might be nice. 

Events outside hotel.  It’s a "destination" RG so perhaps offering trips, arranging transportation or 
facilitating ride shares.  Something as simple as a sign-up sheet "We are going to x and such and such 
time" sign up here.  People should also be notified of things (Like Steampunk Tea) that might require 
more prep work way ahead of time 

Registration Table.  Need way to staff table-  maybe have people sign up for short shifts.  Dedicated 
procedure of what to do if someone needs to pay, buy a t-shirt etc.  

Food Over all worked well.  Cheese big hit, apples-no bananas- yes. More M&Ms, fewer pretzels and 
animal crackers. Less soda (more Moxie, less Mountain Dew). Not providing a meal is fine - too 
much good food to be had elsewhere. 

Scavenger Hunt/Trivia Night need to change these up a little for next year and try a different format 
(Maybe pub trivia in the restaurant?)   
 
The general impression was that attendees had fun and expressed interest in returning.  
 
Submitted by The RG Committee – 
Sue Flaherty 
Kat Masters 
Jim Sloan 
 

 
New Business. 
 
Mind Games 2018: 
We will bid on Mind Games 2018.  We will try to make a favorable case for travel and lodging expense going 
to Portland. 
 
New Mensa Admissions Test: 
Chance again spoke of the RAIT (Reynold's Adaptive Intelligence Test), which will be a new Mensa 
admissions test, to replace the Mensa Admissions Test (MAT), which has comprised the 2nd of the two 
Mensa admissions tests.  The Wonderlic test will not be replaced.  The new test still has yet to be approved.  
Those who already took the Mensa admissions test but did not pass would be able to take this one to get into 
Mensa. 
 
Scholarship 2016: 
We have a $300 scholarship winner, Quinn Sluzenski from Charlotte, ME, a Sociology student at Harvard. 
 
Event calendar for summer: 
* This Tuesday, June 7: movie night 



* Anne will start up doing Pub Trivia at Jimmy the Greek's in Old Orchard Beach, every last Monday of the 
month, starting on June 27. 
* Sunday July 10:  Kezar Lake event (David Conary) 
* Sunday July 17: Pool Party at Sue's 
* Friday July 22: Music Cruise, with Wavelength Band, 7:30 
* Tuesday August 16: Mini-Golf 
* Sunday August 21: Pinic at Asherah's 
* New: Robert will host a Pizza/Games gathering at his house on Saturday August 13, at 6pm. 
* New: Leona and Justin will host a Costume Halloween party on Saturday October 29. 
 
National Ombudsman Election: 
Kat will be able to vote for one of the candidates.  She presented the candidate booklet at the meeting. 
 
Next Meeting 
Next meeting will be on Sunday September 11 at 1 pm at Geaghan’s Pub & Craft Brewery, 
570 Main Street, Bangor, ME 
. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:24 p.m. 
 
 

 


