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From the LocSec 
            Anne W. Allen 

 
 

Loc Sec Speaks – Anne Allen  
 

  
I can’t tell you how excited I am at how the 
National Elections went this year.  There was a 
complete turn-around in people elected, and a 
major shift through the By-Laws on how we do 
business.  It is not often that major change can 
happen in any organization, government, etc.  But 
this was BIG.   
 
I am fortunate to actually know the major new 
officers:  Deb Stone as your new Chairman – a 
resident of NH; Lisa Maxwell as your new 
Regional Vice Chair – from Massachusetts- now 
living in NH; Rob Salkin as your new Treasurer – 
from Albany; Lori Norris as your new Secretary- 
from Rhode Island.  So far Rob Salkin is the only 
one who has not attended a Maine Mensa event!  
(But I think he will show up at our RG in May.) 
 
Now that the National Events are over, let’s 
concentrate on Maine Mensa events and planning.  
We are bidding for Mind Games for 2017 again 
this year.  We are also going to host our first ever 
Regional Gathering in Portland in May 2016.  
Always planning, always trying to bring everything 
to YOU in MAINE so that your dues are a value to 
you – and not looked upon as an expense without 
any reward.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

         

   

  The Newsletter of Maine Mensa 

 
 

 

Events – 101 
by Anne Allen 

 
You may see listed in this newsletter “events”.  
These are hosted by a member, inviting other 
members to join in an activity.  If you want to have 
an event near to you, you will need to host one and 
see if others in your area will join you.  Luckily, the 
Portland area has 5 people who regularly host 
events such as trivia, dinner, cruises, games, 
movies, bowling, Art Walks, etc.  If you plan an 
event, and plan enough time beforehand, we will 
make sure it is listed in the newsletter so that all of 
Maine Mensa knows about your event.  Maine 
Mensa will also reimburse you $20.00.   
 
The more members who step up to the plate, the 
more likely you will have a home run in your area.  
(Baseball metaphor.)  Yes, Maine has about 180 
members, and a LOT of space.  Chances are that 
the event in Houlton will not be a successful as one 
in Portland.  We have had people ask if there is 
‘any event’ in the Augusta area – or Calais.  All we 
can say is “No, none of the members has 
volunteered to host one in your area – how about 
you hosting?” 
 
You should try it.  Contact Jim Sloan, our Program 
Chair, for ideas and plans.   jxsloan@hotmail.com  
or  207-807-8594. 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 

mailto:jxsloan@hotmail.com
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CA L E N D A R  O F  EV E N T S  
S P R I N G  2 0 1 5  
 
 

MONTHLY TRIVIA NIGHTS: 

 
Mensa SoPo Trivia 
Jimmy the Greek’s in South Portland, Maine 
Last Tuesday of Every Month, 7:30 - 10:00 PM 
Hosts: Anne Allen & Susan Flaherty 

 
Paddy Murphy's Irish Pub, Bangor, Maine 
Second Wednesday of Every Month, 8:30 - 11:00 PM 
Host: Gerald Nessmann, (207) 564-7875 

 
OTHER MONTHLY EVENTS: 

 
Downeast Maine Mensa Dine-Arounds 
Fourth Thursday of Every Month, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Inquire for details;  restaurants in the Ellsworth area 
which will vary in food, ambience, and price. 
Contact Steve Weinreich and Linda Hayward at  
swinv.sw@gmail.com to be placed on email list. 

 
Mensa Movie Night 
First Tuesday of every month at the Nickelodeon in 
Portland. 
Cheap $5 movie night, drinks afterwards. Movies and 
times TBD.  
Contact: Jim Sloan, (207) 807-8594. 

 
M & I Dinner 2015 
Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.E. Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250. 

 

 

 

********************************* 
 

Next Quarterly ExComm Meeting:  
Sunday September 27th at 11am. 
Fairgrounds Cafe  Topsham Maine 
 

********************************* 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Do you have a fact of interest, an article, an anecdote, 

Culture Quest – 2015 

 
5 teams – 20 participants 
 
Maine Mensa probably hosted the most teams for 
a group this year.  It is an easy National Event to 
participate in because it is LOCAL and it is FREE 
(to you).  We even pay for a congratulatory drink 
afterwards or snacks for a home party.  The 
National results will be announced at the Annual 
Gathering in July. 
 
How our local teams scored: 
Down East – 107 
Portland Two -102 
Brunswick -95 
Portland One – 91 
Bangor – 57 
 
Congrats to everyone who participated…you’re 
all winners! 
 
 
 

mailto:locsec@maine.us.mensa.org
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:gerald@nessmann.us
mailto:robert.lagos@myfairpoint.net
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
leona.morgan@gmail.com
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
mailto:RVC1@us.mensa.org
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CA L E N D A R  O F  EV E N T S  
( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p a g e )  
 
 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Moxie Festival, Downtown Lisbon Falls 
Saturday July 11, 11am on. 
Hosted by Anne Allen: 577-6362 or wilsnanni@yahoo.com. 
 
 

Mensa Pizza Night 
Tuesday July 14, 6:30pm. 
Otto, 225 Congress St., Portland 
Come join us for pizza at East End Otto! 
A portion of the sales between 5 and 9pm will also be 
donated to Vivid Motion Dance Company. 
Contact: Kat Masters, 
https://www.facebook.com/k8masters 
 
 

Mensa Takes a Music Cruise 
Friday, July 17, 7:30pm - 10:30pm. 
Tickets are $18 in advance, $20 the day of the event. 
They may be purchased online at: 
http://wavelengthband.com 
Come see a live band on a boat! There will be a cash-
only bar, and you must have your ID to board the boat.  
The event is rain or shine. 
 
 

Mini Golf, Part One 
Wednesday, July 29, 6:00pm (tentative). 
Martel's Ice Cream, 757 Portland Rd., Saco. 
This is tentative, depending on the interest and 
response.  We will do another mini gold in OOB in 
August, but this gives us a chance to "warm up". 
Contact: Sue Flaherty - (207) 210-0657 or 
suejflaherty@gmail.com. 
 
 

Games Night - Brunswick 
Saturday, August 8th, 6:00 pm – on. 
Kids are welcome! 
223 Coombs Rd  - by Cook’s Corner. 
RSVP - Hosted by Anne Allen – 577-6362. 
  

AREA COORDINATORS 
 

MID-MAINE (Lewiston/Brunswick) Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com   (207) 577-6362 
 

GREATER PORTLAND  Susan Flaherty 
 suejflaherty@gmail.com   (207) 210-0657  
 

BANGOR & SOUTHERN MAINE   Vacant 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Big News!  Maine hosting a 
Regional Gathering in  May 2016! 
 
We have decided that we are READY to host a 
Regional Gathering.  The weekend will be Friday 
May 20 to Sunday May 22 at the Clarion Hotel in 
Portland.  Mark your calendars now, and if you 
want to be on an update email list, let Anne Allen 
know at wilsnanni@yahoo.com. 
 
This RG will focus on games:  Playing games, 
learning games, teaching games, and having the 
newest Mind Games winners available for you to 
play.  This RG is being  given to you, the members 
of Maine Mensa, as our way to bring the best 
Mensa experience to you – as close as we can get 
it to you.   
 
An RG typically has a low-cost early bird 
registration for the weekend, and then if you stay 
at the hotel there would be the room charge.  The 
registration goes up closer to the date.  There is 
also a day rate if you come for just Saturday.  
More information to follow.  This is so exciting! 

 
 

Maine Mensa Bidding to Host the National 
Mind Games Event in 2017 

 
http://www.us.mensa.org/attend/mindgames/ 
 
We bid on this event last Fall, to host it in 2016, 
but Chicago was awarded the event.  We will be 
bidding again this Fall - to host in 2017.  You may 
find us bidding every year – until we GET IT!    
Maybe having an RG first will make us ‘look better’ 
to National when they award the location.  It may 
be that the turnover in management at the 
National level since the elections will help us also.  
Fingers crossed! 
 
 
 

Scenes of Summer:  Rededication of the Labyrinth 
at Kevin Tremblay's, June 21.  Rob and Gerald 
attended, along with other friends. 
 

      

https://www.facebook.com/k8masters
http://wavelengthband.com/
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:wilsnanni@yahoo.com
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:wilsnanni@yahoo.com
http://www.us.mensa.org/attend/mindgames/
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Maine Mensa Events 
Spring-Summer 2015 

 

 

DOWN EAST Dine-Around at Downeast Area Dinner at Ruth & Wimpy's in Hancock, May 28. 
 

 

From left to right: Bill Reeve, Anna Woolf with her husband Neale and their children Olivia and 
Charlie, Jo Duhaime, Linda Hayward, Steve Weinreich, Bill's wife Barbara, and local bon vivant 
Rogier Van Bakel. 

 

 

Games Night at Kat's, in Portland, April 11. 
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Maine Mensa Events 
Spring-Summer 2015 

 

 
Games Night in Yarmouth, Maine, at the home of Rob Lagos, May 9. 

 

 
 
 
 

The Loon's Nest Restaurant (and Boat Ride), July 5. 
 

 
 

Pictured from left: Rob Lagos, Jim Sloan, Sue Flaherty, Anne Allen, 
Dave Conary, Ron Breazeale, and Asherah Cinnamon. 
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PUZZLE CORNER 
 
 

HARLEY BLIFFEL’S HOUSE OF PUZZLES 

by Steve Weinreich 
 
First, old business: 
 
The solution to the puzzle expressed in the solution to the CRYPTOGRAM is 6 feet.  The area of the 
surface of a sphere is pi times the square of its diameter.  The volume of a sphere is one-sixth pi times 
the cube of its diameter.  So a sphere with surface area in square feet equal to its volume in cubic feet 
must have a diameter the cube of which is six times its square, which is of course 6 feet.   
 
The 11 items in LEFTOVERS are each meant to operate on a specific foodstuff.  The list of foods fits 
into the boxes at the lower left.  If you had trouble recognizing just what sort of knife is shown (as I did), 
you’d know from the other answers (below) that the knife is meant to cut a five-letter food, and the nine 
letters JKMQVWXYZ (remaining after the other foods are listed) include the eight unused letters, so 
exactly one of them has to appear in the knife answer.  That should have led you to recognize that the 
knife is intended for steak.  The 11 foods are fondue, snails, pasta, eggs, steak, salad, tea, garlic, toast, 
butter, and fish.  The eight letter final answer is the above list minus K. 
 
The two JOTTO answers are STOIC and BIJOU.  I’ll leave it to you to figure out which is which.  
 
 

 
 
 
Now, here are some more puzzles from Harley’s collections: 
 
 
A very long, half-inch-thick RED CARPET is rolled snugly onto a six inch diameter tube.  The carpet 
was rolled over a period of exactly three days by three brothers from Vermont, Larry, Daryll (1), and 
Daryll (2). The brothers rolled in turns, Larry began and rolled at an average rate of 100 feet an hour in 
one or two hour turns.  Darryl (1) followed, rolling at an average rate of 75 feet an hour, always three 
hours at a turn.  Darryl (2) alternated rolling and unrolling according to his whim, but always in exact 
multiples of 25 feet.  At the end of the three days, Larry finished his last turn with the roll at 62 inches in 
diameter. 
 
What is the length of the RED CARPET? 
   
 
UPWORDS (by Hasbro), pictured below, is a board game in which players take turns to add one or 
several letters from the seven in their hands, to form new words (one word per turn) in crossword 
fashion.  The point value of a word is the number of tiles that form the word plus the number of tiles 
under the word, plus the number of tiles in and under each word that is incidentally formed by that play.  
The value of a word is doubled if there are no tiles under the word.  Tiles can be stacked up to five high. 
You may not completely cover an existing word, and you may not cover a letter with that same letter. 
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In the game pictured, you’re to play two tiles from FORKLES to produce a score of exactly 20 points.   
 
 
 
 
JOTTO SOLUTIONS IN DETAIL 
 
In the first set of test words, MIXED 1, WATCH 2, and FROGS 2 contain no repeated letters, so their total of five 
shows that the target word has five unique letters, which do not include the unused BJKLNPQUVYZ. 
 
STARS 2 can be satisfied by AT from WATCH, the SR from FROGS, or one in AT and one in SR.  In PLANT 1, 
PLN are already dead letters, so there’s one in AT, which requires one in SR.  The requirement for two each in 
WATCH and FROGS means there’s also one in WCH and one in FOG. 
 
RILED 1 includes the dead letter L, so the one could be R, in which case, from MIXED, there would also be one in 
MX.  Or the one could be in IED, which, since that eliminates R, requires an S in addition.  At this point, the 
presence of an R allows only two letter combinations TRHOM and TRHOX.  Without an R, the allowed letter 
combinations are an S and one each in IED, AT, WCH, and FOG. 

 
SHIFT 3 isn’t much help on its own, but, regardless of whether R is present, SHEAF 1 confirms that there is no 
more than one in SHF, so I and T are required to make up the three in SHIFT.  That eliminates TRHOM and 
TRHOX, which are the only remaining possibilities with R.  So S is included with the I and T, which, from SHIFT, 
eliminates H and F. 
 
The only remaining letter combinations are SIT and one each in WC and OG, which leaves the combinations 
SITWO, SITWG, SITCO, and SITCG.  But the target word must use three letters from THOSE, which eliminates 
the second and fourth of these.  Unless you know a good anagram for SITWO, or another for SITCO, the target 
word appears to be STOIC.  

 
----------------------------- 

 
 
In the second set of test words, JUMPY 2, BLOND 2, and CHIEF 1 contain no repeated letters, so their total of 
five shows that the target word has five unique letters which do not include the letters in STRAW 0 or the unused 
letters GKQVXZ. 
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STRUM 1 with the three dead letters STR, shows that there is one in UM, and, from JUMPY, there must be one in 
JPY.  BLOTS 2 shows two in BLO, which, from BLOND, eliminates N and D.  TRIES 1 shows one in IE, 
eliminating CHF from CHIEF.  At this point, there’s one each in UM, JPY, and IE, and two in BLO. 
 
So at least one of the two in BLIMP 2 is in BL.  If there is exactly one in BL, there must be an O, and the second 
in BLIMP would be either I, M, or P.  The three resulting possibilities are: I, one in BL, O,  U,  and one in JY; M, 
one in BL, O, E, and one in JY; P, one in BL, O, E, and U.  If both B and L, the rest of the letters are U, E, and one 
in JY.  These expand to IBOUJ, ILOUJ, IBOUY, ILOUY MBOEJ, MLOEJ, MBOEY, MLOEY, PBOEU, PLOEU, 
BLUEJ, BLUEY  
 
LOUPE 2 eliminates many of these, leaving only IBOUJ, IBOUY, MBOEJ, MBOEY.  BIJOU appears to be target 
word.       
 
 

 
© 2015 Steve Weinreich  all rights reserved 

 
 
 
 

 

From our Scholarship Chair 
 
 
Another successful scholarship judging season has passed.  Each year our local group participates in the Mensa 
Education and Research Foundation (MERF) scholarship program that administers local, regional, and national 
awards to students based solely on a 550 word essay.  I would like to give a special thank you to my return judges 
from 2014: Crystal Alcott, Mike Connell, Stephanie Heatley, Rob Lagos, and Heidi Paulding. And this year we were 
joined by first time judges: Brandon Look, Lindsay Tower, Kavi Montanaro, Suzanne Carmichael, Denise Rowden, 
and Jo Duhaine.  Thank you all for your time in scoring our 14 scholarship essays.  I hope you enjoyed reading the 
entries and contributing to the dreams and goals of our applicants. We advanced 6 essays to the regional level.  After 
regional and national judging concluded, our local winner was Anna Dowling, a sophomore elementary education 
major.  She will receive a $300 award for the upcoming school year.  Next year, I am hoping to solicit more 
scholarship essays so our applicants can qualify for the various national awards.  If you have any ideas on promoting 
our scholarship program I welcome your input by email at philotrek@gmail.com.  This summer I will be working 
through these suggestions and those I have already received from my scholarship judges.  The outcomes may involve 
brief amounts of effort and participation.  Be warned, rewarded, and fulfilled. 
 
Chance Stevens-Griffeth 
Scholarship Chair 
Maine Mensa 
 

 
 

Region 1 Roundup  
(part 1: written after the elections and before the AG) 

by Lisa Maxwell 
 
 

Hello fellow Mensans. For those of you who don’t already know me, my name is Lisa Maxwell, and as of July 1st I 
will be your Region 1 representative to the American Mensa Board. The Regional Vice Chair's (RVC) 
responsibilities are twofold, as expressed in the AMC Handbook:   
 

mailto:philotrek@gmail.com
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"One aspect of American Mensa’s governing body (the AMC) is that all officers are directors, and vice versa. This 
sometimes creates tension, because you have two roles to fulfill. You must carry out the specific functions of 
your office, and at the same time you are expected to maintain a broader perspective and participate in the 
determination of policy, based on the long-range best interests of American Mensa as a whole." 
 
During my tenure I will do my best to fill both roles. 
 
How can I help you or your chapter?  Let me know at RVC1@us.mensa.org. 
 
What's happening in your area?  Send me your local group's special event notices or news and I'll share them 
with the rest of the region. 
 
As you are likely reading this in late June or early July, the Annual Gathering (AG) is upon us. This year it is being 
held in Louisville, KY, home of the Louisville Slugger baseball bat.  Did you know that the replica of Babe Ruth’s 
34-inch Louisville Slugger bat weighs 68,000 pounds, is made of steel, stands 120 feet tall and is located at 
Louisville Slugger Museum?  Or that 90% of the United States’ disco balls are produced in Louisville each year? 
Come to Louisville to experience its unique charm. 
 
I do hope to see many of you at the AG. Please introduce yourselves and try to attend our Region 1 events… A 
kick-off event (Wednesday July 1st, time/place TBD at the time of this writing), and the RVC Meet & Greet on 
Friday, July 3 at 9:00AM. 
 
This is your Mensa - make the most of it! 
 

Lisa Maxwell 
617-335-1484 
RVC1@us.mensa.org 
 
 
 

Region 1 Roundup 
(part 2: Reflections on the AG: written 5th day of the AG) 

by Lisa Maxwell 
 

As I write this it is Sunday morning, day five at the Annual Gathering (AG) in Louisville. There has been so much 
to do and see that sleep was an afterthought. Feeling utterly exhausted and completely fulfilled, I must pack and 
say goodbye to many good friends until next year. If you have never experienced an AG, you are missing out on 
one of Mensa's greatest benefits. 
  
During the AG, the newly elected and appointed officers of the national board of directors, known as the 
American Mensa Committee or AMC, met for the first time. Several issues and items of business were discussed 
- here are the highlights: 
 Assistant Regional Vice Chair (RVC) Region 1 - Bill Zigo of Mid-Hudson Mensa was appointed Assistant RVC 

for our region; the two of us will be working together to support all of our Region 1 local groups.  
 Editors - please note that a motion was passed affecting local group mailings:   
 For mailings, all groups must use the membership data provided by the National Office to ensure that they 

are using the most up-to-date information for our members.  Effective no later than 10/1/2015, Local 
Groups may use a local address for their return address, but must stop requesting the change notification if 
they use the National Office’s return address. 

 The Weapons Policy was changed. The motion as passed reads as follows: 

mailto:RVC1@us.mensa.org
mailto:RVC1@us.mensa.org
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 Effective 7/6/2015, at all national events sponsored by American Mensa Ltd., deference to the rules of the 
venue itself and all applicable laws of the local municipality, state, and federal government will be 
controlling on the question of any firearms or other weapons to be brought onto the property. 

 Phoenix, Arizona has been selected as the site of the 2019 Annual Gathering, subject to the receipt of an 
acceptable final hotel contract. 

  
The Mensa Education and Research Foundation (MERF) offers a college scholarship program with   awards based 
on essays written by the applicants. This year's program will begin on September 15th with scholarships given at 
the Local Group, Regional, National and International levels. Contact your local group's Scholarship Chair if you 
would like to get involved in this wonderful program. Don't have a local scholarship chair? Speak with your 
group's president to find out how you can help!  
For more info: http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/  
 
Here is a question for each of you… please email me your thoughts and I will share your answers in future 
publications: Why did you join Mensa? 
 
 
  

 
Maine Mensa Math/Science Forum Event of May 23: An Event Review 
by Rob Lagos 
 
This event, which I hosted, was held at my home, and it seems to be the first of its kind, at least among the Maine 
Mensa events, since there had not previously been any Maine events with this focus.  However, there have been other 
"focus" events such as book reviews, movies reviews, and social discussions.  I was prepared to convert it to 
something else in case it did not take off as planned.  Others who attended were Derek, Jim, Kat, Anne, and her 
grandson Kevin, who has been attending Northeastern University in Boston as a Math major.   
 
I can say that, overall, it appeared successful in terms of keeping people engaged, maintaining the focus, and keeping 
discussion going.  However, a couple of people seemed to be the ones driving the discussions.  I was prepared with 
some topics to help kick it off but didn't plan to facilitate it.   We discussed some useful mathematical relationships, as 
well as questions in computing theory.  The halting problem ("Why is it impossible to determine, generally, whether or 
not a computer program will halt?") was discussed, as was the question, "Can Robots be Effectively Designed to 
Understand Sarcasm?"  A whiteboard helped facilitate the discussion.  There was also interest in the book of Mensa 
puzzlers which I bought from one of the New Hampshire RG's past.  We also had pizza, and other good food!   
 
This was an event which I think has some room for improvement with the right design, but still had substance, the 
way it went.  It is also a matter of experience.  One way may be to announce proposed topics ahead of time and that 
may inspire others to come up with their own.  This and other "focus" events, as noted above, required a substantial 
effort on the part of the host, and also effort on the part of the participants.  For this reason, they may occur more 
sporadically than events such as trivia nights or dine-arounds, and some don't take off.   But it is a good attempt at 
finding and interacting with others who may share your passions (outside of SIGs) - and, who knows - it may inspire 
some form of future collaboration among those having the interest for it.  It is something I encourage Maine Mensans 
to do more, and something I hope to have enough time and energy to try again soon. 

 
 

http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships/
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Maine Mensa Ex-Comm Meeting Sunday, June 28, 2015 
 
Type of meeting: Executive Committee Meeting. 
The meeting was held at the Egg and I restaurant, 
Portland, Maine. 
Officers present: Anne Allen (LocSec); Sue Flaherty 
(Assistant LocSec); Robert S. Lagos (Editor and 
Publications Officer); Gerald Nessmann (Treasurer); 
Kathryn Masters (Ombudsman); Leona Morgan (At 
Large and Membership Coordinator); Lisa Maxwell 
(Regional Vice Chair - region 1 - elect); Deb Stone (AMC 
Chairman-elect). 
Officers not present: Jim Sloan (Program Chair). 
Minutes recorded by Robert Lagos. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:29 am. 
 
Old Business. 
 
Minutes of last Meeting: 
The minutes to the last meeting of March 8, 2015 were 
approved, except for an amended correction:  the Maine 
RG is being planned for 2016, not 2017 or 2018. 
 
Treasurer's Report: (Gerald Nessmann) 
As of this time we have approximately $7,012 in the 
treasury. 
 
Hosting events: 
Jim needs to catch up on sending the $20 stipend 
reimbursements for those who have hosted an event.   
 
New Business. 
 
AMC Election: 
Deb mentioned that the voter turnout was about 9 or 
10%, a little less than in the past.  
 

Gerald brought up the question of our having too much 
political slant in the newsletters and other 
communications.  Robert expressed agreement in this 
point.  But it was also discussed that there were 
communications providing the links to all candidate 
statements and all pros and cons published on by-law 
amendment proposals.  These issues will be revisited and 
discussed next contested election. 
 
Testing: 
Chance Stevens-Griffeth will remain the scholarship 
chair.  He, as proctor, will do testing on July 25.   
Gerald mentioned that he has a friend who can offer a 
room in Bangor for testing.  Anne and Gerald will follow 
up. 
 

Culture Quest:  
Culture Quest: there were 21 participants in 5 teams this 
year.    
 

The scores were shared by Anne for all the teams:   
Downeast  - 107; Portland 2  - 102; Brunswick  - 95; 
Portland 1 – 91; and Bangor 57. 
 
Mind Games:  
Anne, Sue, Kat, Jim, and maybe others plan to go to the 
Mind Games in Chicago in 2016.  Plans are under way to 
put in a bid for 2017 Mind Games for Portland.  Lisa 
said that she would look into the process and help us 
submit the best application possible. 
  
Maine RG, 2016 
The plan is for the weekend before Memorial-Day 
weekend in May, at the Clarion Hotel: May 20, 21, and 
22.  The focus will be on games.  Ideas for other 
activities include: 
-  "50/50 Trivia" event where participants put in $5 - this 
would go into the scholarship fund. Questions may 
come from past Culture Quests. 
- Scavenger hunt game: some local Maine culture facts 
may be involved. 
 

The hotel is $99/night, which would include a high 
quality breakfast.  
 

We discussed attendee pricing, as well as expected 
volume, both attendee and hotel usage.  Deb suggested, 
from past experience, that a good formula for hotel night 
usage may be to just use the expected number of 
attendees as the expected number of hotel nights.  We 
are targeting 80 attendees, but it could be less, being our 
first. 
 

Anne and Sue tried out the restaurant at the hotel, Pete 
and Larry's, and thought it was quite good.   
 
Newsletter and Mailings: 
Robert suggested that we again continue sending either 
postcards or mid-quarterly mailings listing or focusing on 
events, which will be on his own resolution.  Because 
some of the prep-work is tedious (folding, putting on 
labels and seals), he may have this part done by Staples 
or whatever service is used to do the printing. 
It was suggested that we put in an appeal in the 
newsletter soliciting help from a web-tech person who 
may be interested in updating our local web site. 
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 pm. 
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Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

 

 

 

Maine Mensa on the Web 
 

Visit our web pages, and drop us a line! 
 

Regional page: Region1.us.mensa.org 

Maine Mensa page: maine.us.mensa.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MaineMensa 

National Web Site: www.us.mensa.org 
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