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LocSec Speaks 
            By, Anne W. Allen 

 

                         Seems a little redundant having a LocSec 
Column right next to an article about myself, so this will be 
short.  I have had a great year at Maine Mensa.  I attended Mind 
Games in Washington.  I attended the RG in Portsmouth, NH.  
I played some trivia in Old Orchard, Portland, and South 
Portland.  I ate Buffalo Wild Wings in Auburn, and watched 
Rocky Horror – live in Portsmouth.  I spent a weekend in 
Ripley watching cult classics and learning, learning, learning.  It 
was a very fun and interesting year.  Looking for more of the 
same next year!  Are you? 

 

Election & Appointments 
No new petitions for nominations were received for 

elected posts. All sitting incumbents continue on.  Anne  Allen, 
LocSec; Sue Flaherty, Asst. LocSec; Gerald Nessmann, Treas.; 
and Kevin Tremblay, At Large are re-elected by default.  Robert 
has been re-appointed as Publications Officer and Kate Masters 
as Ombudsman.  Martin will be stepping down.   

Under new business Jim Sloan was nominated and 
accepted the position of Program Chair, a voting position on 
ExComm.  These changes take effect on January 1st.   

continued on page 2 

 

Anne W. Allen 

 
                  

 We met at the iHop in South Portland for the 
ExComm meeting Sunday, November 18th; interviewing 
her impromptu (with a follow up twenty questions by 
email).  She was cheery and efficient getting the meeting 
started as usual, moving us along while we enjoyed our 
meals.  Anne is the LocSec of Maine Mensa (our fearless 
leader) and was a motivating force behind getting Maine 
Mensa back in operation, after Maine separated from New 
Hampshire in 2009.   
 “I was a Navy brat and moved around a lot as a 
kid.  The first time I was in a school for two years in a row 
was in high school.”  Anne was born at Quonset Point 
Navy Base, North Kingston, RI on December 29, 1952 and 
complained, “Never had a birthday party….my birthday 
presents were wrapped in Xmas paper.”   
 Asked about the national election she wrote, “I 
am a true patriot and I cry when I hear the National 
Anthem.  I think it should be a requirement that everyone 
vote – simply because people DIED for this honor.  And 
the elections- well the people have spoken and we go 
forward – get it?  Go forward?  Get the joke?  Nuance?  
See?” 
 Anne joined Mensa in 2006 having tested in 
Nashua by Proctor John Bauman, but explained, “I missed 
my first test session because I got the time wrong (typical 
Mensan).”  She realized early about her high IQ.  “Those 
Mensa tests in Readers Digest when I was 10 – were a 
breeze.”  She recently joined Intertel.  “I am a member of 
Intertel.  My Mensa scores gave me that honor.  So I joined 
at least for 1 year – ego factor only.” 
 

  The Newsletter of Maine Mensa 
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Thanks to Robert Lagos, Pat Washburn and Leona 
Morgan for their services on the Nominating and Elections 
Committees. 

 

Finding Value 
Finding value in my Mensa membership has been 

an avenue in self-discovery.  To participate in this ongoing 
conversation with people that are difficult to hoodwink, 
assists to sharpen my skills, and to cover holes in my logic.  
This is a difficult audience to play too. 

It was a shock when invited to join.  Surely there 
was a mistake in scoring.  Fortunately, the threat of a retest 
does not work with me anymore.  I guess, besides not paying 
dues you might get thrown out of Mensa for appearing at an 
RG naked, or exhibiting other antisocial or criminal 
behavior.  But I’m in for now.   

I’ve liked most of the people met so far.  There 
have been a number of doctors, lawyers and chiefs.  When 
they speak in other languages at RGs for example, I just 
smile and pretend I know what’s being said.  At least I know 
enough not to pretend to speak anything but English, or the 
gig would be up.  

Really, the value of my Mensa membership is that a 
new door to the world has been opened.  Also, there are a 
number of good friendships that have been formed as a 
result of having joined.  Your ExComm frets at nearly every 
meeting to figure out what Maine Mensa members want, and 
how to retain them.  There has been a decrease in 
membership from a one time high of over two hundred.  
Membership now stands at just over 170. 

Certainly in this tight economy it is important to 
consider value; but one of the things that I’m learning from 
all the time invested into New Thought, is, the value you put 
in is the value you get out.  Money is a sorry exchange.  If 
you are a lurking member, please come out.  Or better yet, 
invite us over to your place for an Afternoon Tea, or a 
Games Night.  Or suggest an impromptu “eyeball” meal at a 
great eatery.  I am looking forward to meeting all of you!   

 

Scholarship Judges Needed 
Maine Mensa participates in the yearly scholarship program 
by the Mensa Education and Research Foundation (MERF).  
All of the essays and judging will be done online this year.  If 
you would like to be a judge, let Anne Allen know.  The 
judging takes place from Jan 15th - Feb 15th .  We usually 
have 15 or more essays to judge and you will be expected to 
read and score each one.  Please feel free to offer this link to 
ANY STUDENT attending college next year.  

 There are two requirements for applicants: 

• The applicant must be enrolled in a degree program 
in an accredited U.S. institution of higher learning 
during the academic year following the application 
date. 

• The applicant must submit an application and essay 
explaining his or her career, academic and/or 

vocational goals. 

 http://www.mensafoundation.org/what-we-
do/scholarships/ 

 

RVChat 
In early November Boston Mensa had a wonderful 

Regional Gathering, and I had the opportunity to present a 
talk on my homeland of Nova Scotia and had a session 
where members could learn about Mensa and ask the RVC 
questions regarding the National Organization.  Special 
thanks to Rob Salkin, the Assistant RVC for preparing the 
latter presentation.  I am looking forward to the next 
Regional Gathering in the area next February in New 
Hampshire.  See you there!! 

On October 30, the AMC held a teleconference to 
vote on a dues increase. This motion was postponed from 
the September meeting due to an expected increase in the 
International Component American Mensa must pay Mensa 
International. This component increased from 4% of dues 
collected to 6%. The AMC approved increasing the dues rate 
from $63 to $70. I was one of the five AMC members who 
voted against this increase. It is anticipated that our increased 
revenue will be spent on technology enhancements, 
marketing and branding, direct member benefits, local group 
support, and equity restoration. This rate will go into affect 
on January 1. 

As of 10/31/12 
�    Membership is 52,346 -- that’s only 69 below last 
October! 
�    Year-to-date new membership is up 35%!!!!! 
Retention is sitting at just under 86% (also slightly [.5%] 
ahead of last year.) 
�    For October we had 434 take the Admissions Test  (Up 
11 % from last October.)  
60% of the people testing were prospects from American 
Mensa's database, 40% were generated by local group, word 
of mouth or media efforts. 
�    We expect tests to continue to come in through the next 
few weeks increasing those numbers. 
�    We’d had media hits as a result of several local group 
generated stories including Memphis testing the morning 
show for a local radio station and interviews with the 
Washingtonian, a Boston Magazine and at least 40 
placements from our PR Web story. 
 

Other things going on: 
�    We’ve hired a new Communications Manager, Charles 
Brown. 
�    Updated strategic plan with input from September 
meeting. 
�    Prepared plan for upcoming renewal season including 
messaging, value and timing.  
We see continued challenge in finding new technology staff 
to handle our diverse needs. 
 

 Andrew Heffernan, 518-788-0019 
              rvc1@us.mensa.org 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

Christmas December 25 2012 
New Year’s Day January 1, 2013 
Chanukah December 8 – 16, 2012 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Last Tuesday Every Month, 8 PM 
Jimmy the Greek’s – South Portland 
Hosts: Anne Allen & Susan Flaherty 
 

NH RG: PARTY LIKE IT’S 2013  

Best Western Motel & Suites 
Portsmouth, NH 
February 15 – 17, 2013 
Information: Deb Stone, Registrar@nh.us.mensa.org 
 

COLLOQUIUM 2013 

Between Science Fiction and Science – July 2 
Worthington Renaissance Fort Worth, Texas 
Register online: www.colloquium.us.mensa.org  
 

MENSA MIND GAMES 2013 

St. Louis, MO April 19 - 21 
St. Louis Airport Marriott 
Register online: www.mindgames.us.mensa.org  
 

AMERICAN MENSA’S CULTURE IN COWTOWN AG 

July 3 – 7, 2013 – Fort Worth, Texas 
To Register: www.ag.us.mensa.org  
 

M & I DINNER 2013 

Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.S Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250 

 

REGION 1 WEBPAGE: REGION1.US.MENSA.ORG 

NATIONAL MENSA WEBPAGE: WWW.US.MENSA.ORG 

AREA COORDINATORS 
Mid-Maine – Lewiston/Brunswick   Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com  (207) 577-6362 
Bangor – North          Martin Perfit 
 martinlouisp@yahoo.com (207) 862-6475 
Central – Augusta/Waterville         Vacant      
   
Greater Portland         Susan Flaherty 
 Sjflaherty2002@yahoo.com (207) 210-0657  
Southern Maine          Vacant 

� 

 She is involved in church.  “I am an Elder in my 
church which is Presbyterian PC (USA)…that is somehow a 
difference, but I really don’t know why….when I moved ‘back’ 
to Maine from living in NH for 8 years, I said, “I will find a 
church”…even though I had not been an avid church-goer at 
all….”  When I asked her to tell me a secret, she told me two.  
“Like the fact I snore?  Or that I have a tattoo?  (Living in NH 
drives people to some bizarre actions.)”  
 Anne is very involved in her family, and when asked to 
name her most enjoyable event wrote, “At this point I would 
say my most memorable item is from last Christmas Eve when 
my grandson came to Christmas Eve Service at my 
church…and Rachel my granddaughter came also.  She had said 
she didn’t want to come, and so when she showed up – it made 
me cry.  So happy.”   
 She is an Online Banking Specialist with TD Bank 
North.  Anne is going to miss the NH RG this coming, as she 
will be on an ocean cruise with her family!  What better way to 
Party in 2013!   

 

Maine Schlorship Fund 
 

Ann Kucera left me all of her published books.  These 
are for sale with the proceeds going to Maine Mensa’s 
Scholarship fund that is named in her honor.  They are offered 
for $5.00 each plus shipping and handling.   

She had been a proctor, but this was taken away as she 
was unconventional how testing was approached and told me 
that her egg timer was not approved of.  She also had been the 
Gifted and Talented Coordinator in Maine.     

Ann valued education and scholarship and published a 
number of books that are provocative science fictions, 
narratives of people and events and of her life.  Ann was also 
the fastest editor in the east and a stickler about word meanings 
and use.  She was a school teacher and taught in Puerto Rico.  
Look for her books being available on Amazon.com soon.     

 

New Hampshire RG 2013 
 
When: Friday February 15 - Sunday February 17 
Where: Best Western Hotel and Suites, Portsmouth, NH 

Theme: Party Like it's 2013 We survived 2012, so "Let's 
Party Like It's 2013!!" 
Registration Fee: $65 until 1/15/13, $75 thereafter 
Hotel: $80.95 + $5/addl. adult - guaranteed until 2/2/2013 
Contact: Deb Stone, Registrar@nh.us.mensa.org 
Featuring games, speakers, a fully prepared hospitality, movies, 
and much more 
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Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

Editor’s Yak 
By, Kevin P. Tremblay 

How are you planning to celebrate the end of the 
world?  Likely, I will be reading.  But just in case the band 
plays on, I’ve purchased a ticket to the New Hampshire RG, 
Party Like it’s 2013.  It is fitting; may as well anticipate a 
tomorrow and party!  I’m also offering a presentation at the 
RG just in case.   

This is on The Devil’s Trumpet, about my favorite 
flowering plants and their use in MIND CONTROL.  The 
plant Datura sp. is responsible for changing American 
History and for untold harm, even zombification.  Come 
hear about these baneful plants Datura and Brugmansia.  Hope 
you will attend.    

Then how did that election turn out for you?  For 
Maine Mensa the incumbents are in again.  Jim Sloan was 
nominated for Program Chair, and accepted, and Martin will 
be stepping down.  This edition’s interviewee is our own 
LocSec, Anne.  Finally, one question this editor has; How 
deep does the Rabbit Hole go?  

 
. 

-�.- 
.�. 

 

 


