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From the LocSec 
            Anne W. Allen 

 
 

What's new, coming up: 
 
 

* New SIG: Gen-M Boom Plus (see page 2) 
 

 

* 2 upcoming events in Portland 
 
 
Mid-Coast Trivia Event, Wedneday December 11 
  
Byrnes Irish Pub - 16 Station Ave - Brunswick 
 (the Amtrak Station) 
 Wednesday Dec 11th Trivia starts at 7:30 so be there before 7 . 
 Hopefully it's a good trivia so we can make this a monthly 
 event! 
 Anyone interested - shoot Anne an email: 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com /  207-577-6362 
 
 
Games Night, Brunswick, Saturday December 28 
 
Kevin Allen's House  
223 Coombs Rd Brunswick  
6pm on...... 
 
Kids are welcome - Young Mensans invited..... 
 
Lots of space for several different games to be played .... 
 Hosted by Anne Allen / call 207-577-6362 
 
 

* New trivia event in Bangor (see page 2) 

 

   

  The Newsletter of Maine Mensa 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
** Other upcoming local events (look in Calendar section for more details) ** 

 
December 1 - Executive Committee meeting and dinner, Cracker Barrel, South Portland, 10:30am. 
December 4 - Trivia in Bangor (Erin Davis), Paddy Murphy's Irish Pub, starting 9pm. 
February 14-16 - New Hampshire RG, Portsmouth, NH.  Best Western Hotel.  Title "Warp Factor". 
. 
 

Games Night at Old Orchard Beach 
hosted by Leona Morgan 
 
This was a games night with a Halloween theme, at 
Leona's apartment in Old Orchard Beach. Six Mensans 
gathered to play different games, including Zombie Fluxx, 
Ghoooost, Apples to Apples and LOOT. A great time was 
had by all - but it was not your average dress - Leona was a 
beer girl, Erin a succubus, Jim a vampire, Kate a 
Halloween mistress, and Anne and Sue as "Mensans" 
(themselves). 
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                    Executive Committee 
    

  LocSec        Anne W. Allen (207) 577-6362 

  locsec@maine.us.mensa.org 

  Asst LocSec     Susan Flaherty  (207) 210-0657 
  suejflaherty@gmail.com 

  Treasurer       Gerald Nessmann (207) 564-7875 
  gerald@nessmann.us 

 Publications & 
 Acting Editor  Robert S. Lagos  (207) 846-3063 
  robert.lagos@myfairpoint.net 

  Program Chair Jim Sloan (207) 807-8594 
  jxsloan@hotmail.com 

  Testing Chair  Nicole Bissonnette (207) 807-8594 

  jxsloan@hotmail.com 

 Ombudsman  Kathryn E. Masters  (207) 233-5222 

  k8masters@gmail.com 

 Region 1 RVC    Andrew Heffeman   (518) 788-0019 
 Rvc1@us.mensa.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner at the Royal River Grill in Yarmouth 
by Robert Lagos 

 
The Portland area seems to be a hub for really good 
restaurants, and I consider this restaurant a hidden gem. 
This was a big hit as 9 of us attended an evening dinner for 
the Oct. 18 event. Two Mensans from the Bar Harbor area 
(whom I had met but once before), who were in Portland for 
other business, came and had the opportunity to meet those 
of us from the Portland area.  We all had a great time and 
enjoyed our food, as we exchanged ideas. If you ever pass 
through Yarmouth, I recommend this as a "must try": The 
preparation of the food is superb, the surroundings 
comfortable, with a good view of the marina, and the 
seafood was great.  I can also add that there was superb 
professionalism on the part of the wait staff.  All this while 
still being affordable enough to many or most.  I hope to do 
a repeat event of this soon. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

New Event in Bangor! 
by Erin Davis 

 
We've recently heard that Paddy Murphy's Irish pub in 

downtown Bangor holds trivia contests every 

Wednesday night - and since we've had such great 
success with our monthly Portland Trivia Nights at 

Jimmy the Greek's, we'd love to get something similar 

started in the Bangor area. Trivia at Paddy's starts at 

9PM - it's $2 per person to form a team, and the winning 
team gets the pot (with prizes for second and third place 

as well). If you're not interested in the trivia itself, it's 

still a great chance to enjoy good food and beer and hang 
out with fellow Mensans! 

You can check out Paddy's website at 

http://www.paddymurphyspub.com/, and their Facebook 

page at https://www.facebook.com/paddymurphyspub.  

Our first event will be on Wednesday, December 4.  

Please see the event calendar for contact information. 
 
 

 
Announcing……Just Born! And one of the 
fastest growing SIGs in American Mensa 
 
Gen-M Boom Plus SIG 
 
Open to Mensans worldwide born in 1964 or earlier, the 
semi-official end of the Baby Boomer Era. We were one 
of the most dynamic generations ever, and we still are! 
We did peace marches, sit-ins, Woodstock, bra 
burnings, draft card burnings, wore flowers in our very 
long hair, wore colorful and imaginative clothing, played 
guitars, lived in communes, sampled every drug 
available, and brought about enormous change in the 
world. We are still a vibrant force, both in Mensa and in 
the world. Come join us to share both memories and 
current day experiences. The Plus signifies that anyone 
born before 1964 qualifies, Boomer generation or earlier. 
None of us experienced all of this, but it did dominate our 
culture growing up. Come share magnificent memories 
and current day fun! 
Email boomplus@att.net or join us on facebook – Gen-M 
Boom Plus 
Here’s the quick link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/725194030830453/?b
ookmark_t=group 
 

mailto:locsec@maine.us.mensa.org
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:gerald@nessmann.us
mailto:robert.lagos@myfairpoint.net
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
mailto:Rvc1@us.mensa.org
http://www.paddymurphyspub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/paddymurphyspub
mailto:boomplus@att.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/725194030830453/?bookmark_t=group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/725194030830453/?bookmark_t=group
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
 

UPCOMING NATIONAL & RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Thanksgiving Day, Thurs. Nov. 28, 2013 
Hannukah 2013: Wed. Nov. 27 - Thurs. Dec. 5, 2013 
Christmas 2013: Wed. Dec. 25, 2013 
Kwanzaa 2013: Thurs. Dec. 26, 2013 - Wed. Jan 1, 2014 

 

TRIVIA NIGHTS 

Last Tuesday of Every Month, 7:30 PM 
Jimmy the Greek’s – South Portland 
Hosts: Anne Allen & Susan Flaherty 
 
New trivia events!! 
Bangor: First Wednesday of Every Month, 9:00 PM 
Kick off, December 4, 2013,  
Paddy Murphy's Irish Pub  
Host: Erin Davis, (207) 974-9209 
 

Brunswick: kick-off event: December 11, 2013, 7:00 PM 
Byrnes Irish Pub / Host: Anne Allen, (207) 577-6362 
 

GAMES NIGHT 
Dec. 28, 2013 - Brunswick, 6:00 PM 
Host: Anne Allen, (207) 577-6362 
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE RG  ("Warp Factor") 

Feb. 14-16, 2014 - Portsmouth NH 
Best Western Wynwood Hotel 
Register online: www.nh.us.mensa.org/documents.shtm 
 

BOSTON AG  ("Brilliance in Beantown") 

July 2-6, 2014 - Boston, MA 
Sheraton Back Bay 
Register online: http://ag2014.us.mensa.org 
  

M & I DINNER 2013 

Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.E. Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250 

 

REGION 1 WEBPAGE:  REGION1.US.MENSA.ORG 

NATIONAL MENSA WEBPAGE:  WWW.US.MENSA.ORG 

 
 

AREA COORDINATORS 
 

MID-MAINE (Lewiston/Brunswick) Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com  (207) 577-6362 
GREATER PORTLAND Susan Flaherty 
 Sjflaherty2002@yahoo.com  (207) 210-0657  
BANGOR & SOUTHERN MAINE  Vacant 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Being an Area Coordinator 
by Sue Flaherty 
 
 
Mensa is an organization that depends heavily on its 
volunteers.  There are enough positions within the 
organization that just about everyone can find something 
they enjoy doing.  Some "jobs" are pretty self-explanatory 
from their title, such as Test Coordinator and Newsletter 
Editor.  But just what the heck is an "Area Coordinator"?  

 

Well, the short answer would be, we get to have lots of 
fun.  The longer answer would be, we try to encourage 
members to hold events in our areas.  Yes, you read that 
right, we don't always host the events.  How cool is that? 
We might opt to try out something new like a dining event 
and see how it goes, but we are just as likely to be giving the 
thumbs up to a member who wants to host a game night. 
So, we go to be supportive and have a good time.  We also 
try to get other members to check out events, encouraging 
members we know to go and perhaps talking about it on 
social media, and then wrapping it up with a glowing review.  

 

Some events manage to take on a life of their own.  Our 
trivia night at Jimmy the Greeks is the last Tuesday of each 
month.  People know when and where to show up without 
any added incentive.  This event has grown by leaps and 
bounds, and the last two months we've had to split our 
teams up into two groups. Some events never gain traction 
and are dropped due to lack of participation.  Trivia has 
always been a big success, but our original trivia event at Ri 
Ra's in Portland was dropped in favor of Jimmy the Greeks.  
People were not enjoying the lack of parking, high food 
prices and the late start of that trivia event.   

 

Sometimes an event might start small so the Area 
Coordinator can test it out before deciding whether or not 
to make it a regular Mensa event.  Area coordinators may 
opt to check out events outside their area to lend support 
and maybe gain some new ideas.  So, there it is, the "job" of 
an Area Coordinator is to have fun! 

 

http://region1.us.mensa.org/
http://www.us.mensa.org/
mailto:wilsnanni@yahoo.com
mailto:Sjflaherty2002@yahoo.com
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Math/Science Corner 
(continues from last issue!) 
from Robert Lagos, editor 
 

Brain Wave 
 
Mensa has a weekly electronic publication, "Brain Wave" to 
which you can elect to subscribe and have it emailed to you.  I 
have found it to be an excellent source of interesting science 
facts. 
 
This is the link to subscribe: 
http://multibriefs.com/optin.php?mensa 
 
Samples of topics (from issues over last month): 
 
 
* The visual brain colors black and white images  
 

* Gaming technology unravels one of the most complex 
entities in nature: Computational research unveils secrets in 
the human carbohydrate bar-code  
 

* The reading brain in the digital age: Why paper still beats 
screens  
 

* Is Banksy a jerk or a genius? Debate over month of graffiti 
art in New York City 
 

* Why you look like your dog  
 

* Brain 'tunes in' when our enemies suffer  
 

* Sticks and stones: Brain releases natural painkillers 
during social rejection  
 

* Human brain boiled in its skull lasted 4,000 years  
 

* A shot of anxiety and the world stinks: How stress can 
rewire brain, making benign smells malodorous  
 

Also: 65 facts that will "blow your mind": 
* http://www.mentalfloss.com/article/52275/65-amazing-
facts-will-blow-your-mind 
 
 
 

The classic coin weighing problem: 
 

You have 10 bags full of coins, in each bag are 1,000 coins. 
But one bag is full of counterfeit coins, and you don't know 
which one. But you only know that a genuine coin weighs 
exactly 1 gram, and a counterfeit coin has a weight which is 
different, but detectable by a numerical scale you have on-
hand.  
What is the minimum number of weighings required to 
determine which bag contains the fake coins and how could 
it be done?  (Upper weight limit is not a concern.) 
 
 
 
 

New Hampshire RG, February 14-16 
weekend of President's Day 

Warp factor 
 

Make it so! Come 'trek' to NH! 

We'll program for many things 

Trek, a media phenomenon of 

multiple TV and movie series, 

innumerable gaming programs and 

an inspiration for generations of 

scientists, engineers and even 

astronauts. (Non-Trek fans will 

find a fine 21st century RG, 

also.) Featuring games, speakers, 

a fully prepared hospitality, 

movies and much more! 

 

 
Registration rates are: 
$65 through Jan. 15, and $75 after. 
 
Meals included in hospitality. 
 
Hotel: 
Best Western Wynwood 
580 US Hwy 1 Bypass 
603-436-7600 
wynwoodportsmouth.com 
Room rates are $82.95 SD, then $5 per 
additional adult and are guaranteed through Jan. 
21. 
 
To register, contact Registrar Deb Stone at 
nhrg@stonesrealm.com or 603-856-7055 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do you have a fact of interest, an article, an anecdote, 

puzzle, or game you would like to share and would like to 

appear on MaineScene?  Send an email to Rob Lagos, 

robertslagos@maine.rr.com.   

http://multibriefs.com/optin.php?mensa
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2075082&messageid=2075082&databaseid=Mailing.DS75082.2075082.59708&serial=17053954&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2046&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5273c2a069a66
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2075082&messageid=2075082&databaseid=Mailing.DS75082.2075082.59708&serial=17053954&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2059&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5273c23bb5283
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2075082&messageid=2075082&databaseid=Mailing.DS75082.2075082.59708&serial=17053954&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2059&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5273c23bb5283
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2075082&messageid=2075082&databaseid=Mailing.DS75082.2075082.59708&serial=17053954&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2059&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5273c23bb5283
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2074428&messageid=2074428&databaseid=Mailing.DS74428.2074428.59014&serial=17050206&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2024&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=526969f13c92f
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2074428&messageid=2074428&databaseid=Mailing.DS74428.2074428.59014&serial=17050206&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2024&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=526969f13c92f
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2075082&messageid=2075082&databaseid=Mailing.DS75082.2075082.59708&serial=17053954&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2052&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5273bddaa2038
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2075082&messageid=2075082&databaseid=Mailing.DS75082.2075082.59708&serial=17053954&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2052&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5273bddaa2038
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2074428&messageid=2074428&databaseid=Mailing.DS74428.2074428.59014&serial=17050206&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2030&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5269647a9b62b
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2073628&messageid=2073628&databaseid=Mailing.DS73628.2073628.58265&serial=17046522&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2024&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=52603b26a96de
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2072859&messageid=2072859&databaseid=Mailing.DS72859.2072859.57480&serial=17042113&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2045&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5256f13c8fd58
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2072859&messageid=2072859&databaseid=Mailing.DS72859.2072859.57480&serial=17042113&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2045&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=5256f13c8fd58
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2072171&messageid=2072171&databaseid=Mailing.DS72171.2072171.56774&serial=17038312&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2041&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=524dbd9c91163
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2071364&messageid=2071364&databaseid=Mailing.DS71364.2071364.56028&serial=17034242&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2032&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=52446f09978c9
http://strongmail1.multiview.com/track?type=click&eas=1&mailingid=2071364&messageid=2071364&databaseid=Mailing.DS71364.2071364.56028&serial=17034242&emailid=robertslagos@maine.rr.com&userid=44069989&targetid=&fl=&extra=MultivariateId=&&&2032&&&http://multibriefs.com/ViewLink.php?i=52446f09978c9
mailto:nhrg@stonesrealm.com
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Some fun facts: (from "blow your mind" facts) 

 
Prairie dogs say hello with kisses. 
 

 
 
 
 
New Mexico State's first graduating class in 
1893 had only one student—and he was shot 
and killed before graduation 

 
 

 
 

 

 

There's a basketball court above the Supreme 
Court. It is known as the highest court in the 
land. 
 

 

 

October Testing / New Members: 
 
October was a big testing effort, thanks largely to Anne and 

Nicole, and we fell only 1 test-taker short of winning that 

banner.  But we tested 10 people over 6 testing sessions, and 

4 were offered admission.  Our numbers have also increased 

since last summer - 9 new members, 2 of whom I met at the 

last Jimmy the Greek's Trivia pub night.  

 
 

New member dinners: 
 
Two new-member dinners were given, one at Jimmy the 
Greek's in South Portland, and one at the Purple Cow 
in Fairfield.  It was a lot of fun! 
 
We had 10 in the South, including 5 newbies (Leona, 
Karen, Corey, Jim K., and Dev), 3 oldies (Anne, Jim, 
and Sue), and 2 guests. 
 
We had 4 in North - 1 newbie (Lynda's husband Steve), 
and 3 oldies (Anne, Erin, and Lynda).  Steve moved his 
membership to Maine from NJ last year, and both he 
and Lynda are Life Members.  
 
 

Brilliance in Beantown: 
 
July 2-6, 2014, Boston 

 
The Sheraton Hotel is sold out, but if you have other 
accommodations in Boston or would just like to stay for a 
day, there is still time to register. 
NOTE: They have signed contracts with overflow hotels within 

walking distance of the Sheraton, and those will be made 

available to those who register for the Colloquium and the 

Annual Gathering. 

 

Full adult registration rates: 

$130 by Dec. 31, 2013; $155 by March 31, 2014;  

$175 by June 15, 2014; $185 On Site 

Young Mensan registration rates, by age: 

3 and under: free; Ages 4-12: $50;  

Ages 13-20: $65 

Day rates: 

Adults: $50 per calendar day; 
Young Mensans: $30 per calendar day 
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American Mensa, Ltd. 

1229 Corporate Drive West 

Arlington, Texas 76006-6103 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Mailing Address 

Street Number and Name 

City, State  98765-4321 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

   Maine Mensa 

PO Box 184 

   Topsham, Maine 04086 

   Phone (207) 557-6362 

 

 

Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

 

 

 

Maine Mensa on the Web 
 
 

A lot is going on lately! 
 
 
Visit our web pages, and drop us a line! 
 
 

Regional page: Region1.us.mensa.org 
 
 
Maine Mensa page: mainemensa.wordpress.com 
 
 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/MaineMensa 
 

http://www.us.mensa.org/

