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LocSec Speaks 
            By Anne W. Allen 

 

New Members -  Dinners Coming! 
 
Maine Mensa LOVES new members!  To prove it, we are 
starting a NEW MEMBERS DINNER to be held 
annually in the Fall.  Since this is NEW, we will be inviting 
the NEW MEMBERS from the last TWO YEARS.  This 
would be free to our new members, and available to 
others who might like to attend (pay your own way). 
 
After we get the actual locations set of our new members, 
we’ll choose a couple of convenient restaurants to make 
the dinner as close as possible to the members.   We’ll be 
in touch by telephone and email to confirm with you. 
 
Thank you for joining Maine Mensa! 

 
 
   

   

  The Newsletter of Maine Mensa 

Register for the AG in BOSTON, 
July 4, 2014! 

 
 

 
 

 

The registration form is available online.  If you 
register by 12/31/13, the whole 5 days / weekend is 
just  $ 139.00. 
 
Young Mensan rates (or just any kids you bring) are 
lower! 
 
Dates are July 2 to 6...at the Sheraton Back Bay for 
$129.00 a night, the Mensa rate. 
 
Wednesday, the 2nd (starts at 3pm); Thursday the 
3rd; Friday the 4th (BOSTON FIREWORKS!!!); 
Saturday the 5th; Sunday the 6th (over at noon). 
 
Chairs: Deb Stone and Claire Natola 
 
Go to website for what they have up so far..... 
 
http://ag2014.us.mensa.org/ 
 
Or call the Mensa national office, 1-817-607-0060 
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Maine Mensan Finds New Hampshire 
Event Worth Discovering:  
New Hampshire Renaissance Faire 
by Heidi Paulding 

 

    
A flick of the hip and the exotic ululating of the belly 
dancers captivate the senses drawing one into a medieval 
wonderland; to ransom oneself back to reality is far too 
dear a price to pay for the day of spring joys and 
mysteries. And so for now, for a few precious hours, 
drift back in time. 
 
     My family and I went in garb to the NH Renaissance 
Faire in Kingston.  Dressing in period-style clothing is 
not a requirement to attend the faire, but we decided to 
participate on this level. My husband went as an archer 
and I had a beautiful black dress. Our 9-year-old used a 
witch dress that we re-accessorized, and our 7-year-old 
had regular clothes with a silk knight's tunic over the top. 
The youngest child had a magnificent silk dragon 
costume that went over regular clothes, she was all in 
purple to better emulate the underside of her species. 
 
   As we paid our entrance fee, the gatekeeper instructed 
us to raise our sleeves for stamping. An extroverted 
pirate greeted us with a raised buccaneer knee offering in 
a thick scalawag accent, "I'll stamp yer Haynd!" Our 
youngest did not appreciate the pun, nor the offer, and 
immediately began to cry. The pirate turned 
incredulously to his matey and accused, "Now look what 
you did, you made that little girl cry," as he walked away 
disgusted. 
 
   I held my daughter as she settled while we strolled 
through the amazing merchants' shops, listening to live 
period music, and gathering pieces of the  plot. The 
setting was so simple, just the beauty of nature with a 
few buildings perfectly juxtaposed with the rich dress 
and colorful characters exhibiting magic, live steel 
combat, and belly dancing. The dragon costume was a 
part of the problem for the upset child, so she spent the 
rest of the faire dressed from head to toe in purple. I had 
draped the cast off silk dragon costume across one arm. 
With my family entranced by storytellers on the stage, I 
stole a moment to buy the wares of a talented jewelry 
artist. Walking through an enchanted lane under a 
canopy of embracing branches across a pathway of 
dappled light I encountered a knight fresh from the live 
steel combat. I gave him a quick nod and smile and he 
quipped with exasperation, "I see you've already skinned 
the dragon, m'lady!" I am rarely at a loss for words, 

maybe I wasn't expecting him to speak, maybe it was the 
noise of the armor that threw me off guard, maybe I've 
never been called "m'lady"; I was speechless. 
 
   We had the most fabulous hand made ice cream and 
then tea with The Queen, by then our 3-year-old was 
ready to go home. She began to cry again. The rest of 
our family wanted to stay and see more. I knew we 
couldn't leave, so I stayed with her while the others 
enjoyed the events. I held her and walked, bouncing and 
patting in the soothing way that all parents know, 
pointing out interesting people and items. Nothing was 
working, she needed a nap, but we would have to wait 
until the ride home. From nowhere we were approached 
by the beggar, a man smeared with dirt, leaves in his hair, 
and bare feet. Earlier he had been selling free sticks (for 
just $1), and now he inquired, "A song for the poppet?" 
What could I lose? I nodded assent and he began to play 
a simple tune on two recorders stuck up each of his 
nostrils. To my horror, my little darling raised her head, 
opened her eyes wide and smiled. Like I said, I am rarely 
at a loss for words. All I could manage was "Thank 
you?" We plan to attend every year meeting and 
interacting with more and more characters.  
 
   Don't worry if you have no medieval style clothing, it 
is your decision plus vendors are ready with a variety of 
choices from full outfits to head dresses. The NHRF is 
the closest geographically to Maine, if you have never 
been, this is your chance! Come with me to the 
Renaissance Faire, I promise your regular life will still be 
waiting for you when you get back from this magical trip 
into a wonderland from another century, I'll be at the 
maypole and this time I'll leave the dragon slaying to you.  
 
For more information visit www.nhrenfaire.com  
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nhrenfaire.com/
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Heidi Paulding 
 

 
 
 

Heidi is a Latin teacher and serves as the World 
Language Department Chair, at the Fryeburg Academy, a 
private college preparatory school in Fryeburg, Maine.  
 
Heidi is from away and her family moved to Maine in 
1983 after summering for generations since 1959. Heidi 
earned her Bachelor's Degree in Self Designed Classics, 
graduating Summa Cum Laude, from The University of 
Southern Maine. She also has a Master's Degree in 
Secondary Education from The University of New 
Hampshire. 
 
Heidi is married to her wonderful and talented husband, 
Daniel, and they have 3 children that Daniel tricked 
Heidi into naming after Hobbits! 
 
In addition to other responsibilities, Heidi aspires to be 
an author.  

 

 

 

 

Culture Quest XXIV - Results 
 
Maine did not take it this year, but our performance 
between our two teams was just about par in comparison 
to previous years. The fact that we sent two teams this 
year means we are gathering momentum and more 
Maine Mensans are participating in this event than ever 
before. 
 
The team, "Uncle Churd", (East Central Ohio Mensa) 
won it with $400 (184.5 pts). 
 
Other winners: 
 
2. MECCA (Cincinnati, OH), $267 
3. The Phoenix Phive (Phoenix, AZ), $195 
4. Gordian Nots (Washington DC), $187 
5. Conjaxure (Jacksonville, FL), $134 
6. OC Disorders (Orange County, CA) (my favorite of 
the team names!), $130 
7. Misha's Vinyard Players (New York, NY), $125 
8. Sumus de Noninibus Callibus (East N.C.), $120 
 

 

 

Proctors Needed ! 
 

“Proctors (from the website) 

The role of Proctor is very important in the admissions 
process. Proctors are often the first members with 

whom candidates have contact and, therefore, they 

may influence candidates’ perceptions of Mensa. 
Additionally, Proctors are charged with ensuring that 

Mensa’s supervised tests are administered fairly and 

accurately, thus maintaining the integrity of the 
membership selection process. 

Due to state requirements regarding the practice of 
psychology, all Mensa Proctors are working under the 

license of Mensa’s Supervisory Psychologist (unless 

they themselves are licensed psychologists). Therefore, 

it is very important that the following requirements are 
accurately documented and that Proctors always 

administer Mensa tests according to the standards 

established by the Mensa proctor manual and 
handbook.” 

 

If you’re proud to be in Mensa and would like to share 
that experience, how about becoming a Proctor?   You 

choose what day, time, and location you test.   You 

choose how often.  

Continued on page 6. 
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Finding Mensa Connections - SIGs 
 
Do need Mensa connections which go deeper than just a 
high IQ?   
One way is to join or even form a Mensa Special Interest 
Group (SIG). 
The American Mensa website contains links to this resource: 
http://www.us.mensa.org/connect/sigs 
 
Current categories, which you can access from the  
"category cross reference" section: 
Animals, Business/Industry, Computers/Internet, 
Crafts/Hobbies, Discussion, Education, 
Energy/Environment, Food, Games/Puzzles, 
Health/Exercise, International, Investments, Language, 
Lifestyle, Literature, Mensa Organization, 
Music/Entertainment, Outdoors, Parenting, 
Philosophy/Religion, Politics, Science, Social, Support, 
Writing. 
 
SIG Resources and how to start a SIG: 
http://www.us.mensa.org/AML/?LinkServID=08C29EDF-
97A0-EE9B-E08DE12DF530D461 
 
 
 
 
 

Maine Mensa Civics Lesson 
 

LocSec – elected - voting – Anne Allen  
Asst Loc Sec – elected – voting – Sue Flaherty 
Treasurer – elected – voting – Gerald Nessmann 
At- Large – elected - voting –  Vacant 
 
Program Chair- appointed – voting –  Jim Sloan 
Testing Chair – appointed – voting  -  Vacant 
Publications Officer – appointed – voting – Robert Lagos  
Ombudsman – appointed - Kat Masters 

 

 

Finding Mensa Connections: the Problem 
of Distance and Uniqueness 
 
A problem in Maine, and some other states, is that, in 
exchange for the solitude with natural surroundings, "the 
way life should be", particularly the more northern, 
western, and rural parts of Maine, there is often a lack of 
connection due to distance and sparseness of population. 
Add to this challenge seeking out connections with others  
like ourselves. 
 
The internet and broadband can potentially be the way to 
go. It is obtainable for "the order of" $40/month.  But use 
of internet cafés may be free, as long as you have wireless 
(and maybe you patronize them). 
Skype, and other tools, allow instant communication, and 
allow, at one's option, seeing and hearing the other person.  
It also allows text-chatting. And, for what most people 
want out of it, Skype is free! It is down-loadable from the 
internet. Accessories required (camera, microphone) are 
not expensive and may be built into the laptop. 
 
The unfortunate fact is that the availability of high-speed 
service tends to diminish the farther into rural Maine one 
goes. And these are areas which likely have most need for 
it. But in most every area there is at very least dial-up 
service - however slow, and in most areas there does exist 
high-speed service. 
The same thing, of course, applies to cell phone and smart 
phone service. 
 
But services are continually expanding, and every year it 
seems an increase is observed.  The cost of computer 
equipment also continues to decline each year. As services 
continue to expand, the growth of electronics promises to 
present a greater and greater solution to the problem of 
distance, when put to positive and creative use. 
 

                                                                                           

http://www.us.mensa.org/connect/sigs
http://www.us.mensa.org/AML/?LinkServID=08C29EDF-97A0-EE9B-E08DE12DF530D461
http://www.us.mensa.org/AML/?LinkServID=08C29EDF-97A0-EE9B-E08DE12DF530D461
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

UPCOMING NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

Labor Day, Mon. Sept. 2, 2013 
Thanksgiving Day, Thurs. Nov. 28, 2013 
Religious Holidays:  
Hannukah 2013: Wed. Nov. 27 - Thurs. Dec. 5, 2013 
Christmas 2013: Wed. Dec. 25, 2013 
Kwanzaa 2013: Thurs. Dec. 26, 2013 - Wed. Jan 1, 2014 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Last Tuesday Every Month, 8 PM 
Jimmy the Greek’s – South Portland 
Hosts: Anne Allen & Susan Flaherty 
 
 

GAMES NIGHT AT KATE MASTER'S IN PORTLAND 
Saturday, Sept 14th starting at 6pm 
TO RSVP, directions, etc....contact Sue Flaherty at (774-
3179) or follow on Mainemensa Facebook page 

 

DINE-AROUNDS PLANNED! 

Royal River Grillhouse (Yarmouth marina), Bueno Loco 
(Route 1, Falmouth), September-October, to be posted in 
Mensa Facebook page. 
 

BOSTON AG 

"Brilliance in Beantown" 
July 2-6, 2014 - Boston, MA 
Sheraton Back Bay 
Register online: http://ag2014.us.mensa.org 
  

M & I DINNER 2013 

Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.E. Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250 

 

REGION 1 WEBPAGE:  REGION1.US.MENSA.ORG 

NATIONAL MENSA WEBPAGE:  WWW.US.MENSA.ORG 

 

AREA COORDINATORS 
 

Mid-Maine – Lewiston/Brunswick   Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com      (207) 577-6362 
 
Greater Portland       Susan Flaherty 
 Sjflaherty2002@yahoo.com      (207) 210-0657
  
Bangor & Southern Maine   Vacant 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Scenes from MaineScene: 

(for your enjoyment!) 
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American Mensa, Ltd. 

1229 Corporate Drive West 

Arlington, Texas 76006-6103 

 

  

STAMP 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Mailing Address 

Street Number and Name 

City, State  98765-4321 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   Maine Mensa 

PO Box 184 

   Topsham, Maine 04086 

   Phone (207) 557-6362 

 

 

Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

 

We currently have over 100 people who have asked for 
more information on testing, but with only 1 or 2 proctors 

we cannot possibly meet the demand for Bangor, Eastport, 

Sanford, etc. 
 

The first requirement is that you must have a Bachelor’s 

degree or higher.  We have the time and information for you 
to become a proctor.   

 

Think of it!  Get a bunch of people tested in your local area, 

and you’ve got a nice local group for events, etc. 
 

We offer a stipend of $6.00 per person tested. When it 

comes to reading the always entertaining story in the 
beginning of the Mensa Test, you can use a CD!  

 

If you really want to be an integral part of Maine Mensa, we 

have a Testing Coordinator  (voting) opening on the Exec 
Committee. 

 

For more information, please contact Anne Allen. 
 

 
 

"Proctors Needed" - Continued from page 3. 
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