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LocSec Speaks 
            By, Anne W. Allen 

 
I survived the longest vacation of my life!  I 

visited my Brother in Jacksonville, and then my Sister and 
niece in Sebastian.  Then I got on a Cruise in Ft 
Lauderdale with my daughter, son-in-law, and the 3 
grandkids!  The Cruise was 5 nights and seemed like 
20….loved it!  I was very impressed with menus without 
prices and someone making my bed every day.  I could get 
used to that!  Worst part was that I missed the NH RG.  I 
won’t miss it next year!  Big news is that 2014 FINALLY 
marks the year that BOSTON hosts the NATIONAL 
ANNUAL REGIONAL GATHERING.  With the co-
chairs being the same great people who bring you the NH 
RG every year- it’s going to be a BLAST! 

   

Susan Flaherty 

 
                  

I met up with Susan in the Portland Room at 
the Portland Public Library where she was stationed 
for the afternoon assisting patrons; she helps library 
patrons in this rare books collection room twice a 
week.  This is a fantastic collection of books.  She has 
been a librarian at the library for about eight years and 
is also the Librarian of the Maine Irish Heritage 
Center in Portland as well.  Susan obtained her 
master’s degree in Library and Information Science 
from the University of South Carolina as a remote 
student. Her undergraduate degree is a BA in English 
from the University of Southern Maine. 

 
Susan joined Mensa approximately eight 

years ago.  The proctor offering the testing session 
she attended was Beverly Bryant.  As Susan admitted, 
“I got lost going to her house,” and was late.  Beverly 
allowed her to test anyway, and as they say the rest is 
history.  She joined Mensa when Maine belonged to 
New Hampshire Mensa chapter.  Asked what she gets 
out of Mensa Susan said, “I Love the people I meet, 
and the sense of community; I feel a part of 
everything.”  She often attends local trivia nights and 
has hosted many trivia events.  

continued on page 4 
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Proctors Needs! 
 
We are in need of a Proctor Coordinator – you 
don’t have to BE a proctor to hold this position.  It 
is a voting member of the Ex-Comm.  We also 
need proctors in Bangor, Waterville, Portland, and 
Southern Maine.  There have been over 100 
requests for testing this past year.  Some are serious 
– some are not.   

 
With the geography being so spread out, it is 
difficult to test when your only current proctor is in 
the Mid-Coast area.  To be a proctor, you need to 
have a Bachelor’s degree and be observed giving a 
test.  Most of the training can be done online.  
 

 

Games Nights 
 

There were 2 Games Nights this month.  Robert 
Lagos had one at his house in Yarmouth, on April 6.  
Anne Allen had one at her grandkids’ house in 
Brunswick, on April 27.   Games Nights are basically 
a get-together where some people might play a 
serious game, and some might play a funny game, and 
some might just watch, and some might just hang.  
You are not required to bring a game or play a game.  
Games are just the focus, but you all know a lot goes 
on ‘out of focus’.  My favorite game is Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail Fluxx.  Jim Sloan introduced us to 
Zombie Fluxx at Leona’s one night, and now we 
have 3 versions.  

 
 
 

Scholarship Recap 
 

We doubled the amount of entries this year. 
The first year we had 13, then 20, and this year we 
had 43.  This is the first year it was totally online.  
The submissions, the entry forms, the coding, the 
judging…were all paperless.  Because of the EASE of 
submitting an essay online, the numbers were 
through the ROOF across the nation!  Thank you to 
our volunteer judges who put in the effort!  Gerald, 
Heidi, Norm, Jim, Chance, Pat, and Steph – many 
thanks to you.  Anyone want to be the Scholarship 
Chair next year?   

 
 

 
 

New Maine Mensa Member  
Dinners Planned 

 
There will be a new-member dinner for anyone 
having joined Mensa in last two years, for both 
northern and southern Maine regions. This dinner 
will be complimentary for those persons. Stay tuned 
for date and place announcements. 
 
 
 
 
 

Culture Quest XXIV, April 28 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We have two teams which competed this year, in 
Topsham and Portland.  Culture Quest takes place 
on the last Saturday of April - this year, it was on 
April 28, and across the U.S. and Canada. The 
Culture Quest test is 90 minutes long and usually 
starts around 4:30pm (Eastern Time). Maine Mensa 
had some worthy competitors this year. In this 
coming month, we will hear more about the results 
and how are teams made out, so let's hope for the 
best for Maine! 
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Games Night in Yarmouth 
 

 

     
 
 

Seven people converged on Rob Lagos's house in 
Yarmouth on April 6 to have a night of intense game 
playing. 
Anne Allen, Kevin Allen, Jim Sloan, Rob Lagos, Kate 
Goldfield, Nate Scoville and Erin Davis attended. Erin 
came all the way from the Bangor area.  
 
No subject was taboo as players enjoyed the strange 
rules (or lack thereof) of Zombie Fluxx and Monty 
Python Fluxx.  
The Fluxx games made everyone laugh, especially the 
part where you could talk with an accent for extra 
points. Kevin deserves extra points for his pirate 
accent, and Jim for maintaining an accent for the 
longest amount of time of anyone, as well as providing 
a lot of good laughs.  
 
Color lit up the table as several attendees engaged in 
Iota, a game where you have to match different 
patterns in all sorts of ways, for many hours. It required 
attention, focus and smarts, something these players 
had plenty of. 
 
Other players matched their wiles to the French card 
game of Mille Bornes, a game where you have to draw 
enough of the right cards and play them correctly in 
order to get to either 700 or 1000 points (miles). The 
game is based off a road race and has cards where you 
cause other players to have accidents and be stopped, 
while you try to continue on your way.  
At the end of the night, Anne made a brief 
demonstration of the magnet-based game Yikerz, 
where players had to put magnets down on a board in 
such a way that they wouldn't attract other magnets.  
 
Anne announced that the games night at her grandkids' 
house (April 27) would feature brand new Mensa 
games from the Mind Games conference in St. Louis 
she was planning on attending.  
 
After all that thinking, we needed refreshment - Potato 
Donut Gelato, courtesy of the Gelato Fiasco in 
Portland, was served for dessert. After all, in a group of 
Mensans, you wouldn't expect there to be a normal 
dessert, would you?  

 
 

 
 

You’re Too Smart 
 
Many Mensans have stories of being 

ostracized as children and being prejudiced 
against for being intelligent.  Certain classes of 
people have been protected by laws that they 
cannot be prejudiced against because of their 
gender, race or for being of subnormal 
intelligence and because of physical and mental 
handicaps.  Under certain circumstances 
accommodations are required to level the playing 
field for these identified groups.  However, being 
intelligent you are usually on your own and can 
be prejudiced against with impunity for being 
intelligent.   

 
A number of years ago, a Puerto Rican 

friend in Boston wanted a second part-time job 
to save money to purchase a home.  A near-by 
nursing home advertised for a cook.  When he 
applied for the job he did not tell them that he 
had a master’s degree in social work. He dumbed 
himself down in the interview. He said he “went 
to America to get high school diploma.”  He got 
the job.  Maybe it is also a question of over-
qualification.  But this kind of scenario occurs, as 
well, for higher level positions, not to speak of 
social situations and school. All too often there is 
a "window" of acceptance - if you are too 
"smart" you are not accepted. How many times 
have I heard Mensans say they do not mention 
their membership on their resumes for fear that 
this will work against them in applying for work, 
even if new to the job market. 

 
Recently the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 

New York upheld a lower court’s decision that 
the city did not discriminate against a man 
applying for a police officer’s position, because 
they discriminate against all intelligent people and 
do not hire anyone with higher IQs (his was 
125).  The national average for police officers 
was said to be 104.  Is there any wonder that in 
America we seem to be aiming for mediocrity?  
Can you fathom a policy of only selecting less 
intelligent candidates?  It is sad, no matter how it 
is excused.   
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

UPCOMING NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 

Memorial Day, Monday May 27, 2013 
Independence Day, Thursday July 4, 2013 
Labor Day, Monday Sept. 2, 2013 
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday Nov. 28, 2013 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Last Tuesday Every Month, 8 PM 
Jimmy the Greek’s – South Portland 
Hosts: Anne Allen & Susan Flaherty 
 

COLLOQUIUM 2013 

Between Science Fiction and Science – July 2 
Worthington Renaissance Fort Worth, Texas 
Register online: www.colloquium.us.mensa.org  
 

AMERICAN MENSA’S CULTURE IN COWTOWN AG 

July 3 – 7, 2013 – Fort Worth, Texas 
To Register: www.ag.us.mensa.org  
 

M & I DINNER 2013 

Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.S Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250 

 

REGION 1 WEBPAGE:  REGION1.US.MENSA.ORG 

NATIONAL MENSA WEBPAGE:  WWW.US.MENSA.ORG 

 

 

AREA COORDINATORS 
 

Mid-Maine – Lewiston/Brunswick   Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com      (207) 577-6362 
 
Greater Portland       Susan Flaherty 
 Sjflaherty2002@yahoo.com      (207) 210-0657
  
Bangor & Southern Maine   Vacant 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Another benefit of being a Mensa member she 

said was the New Hampshire Regional Gatherings. 
 
She enjoys visiting libraries while on vacation and 

traveling, as do many of her colleague librarians. She said, 
“Fellow librarians will show pictures from their vacations 
of the libraries that they have visited.”  As one may 
expect, Susan is an avid reader.  She enjoys traveling, and 
is interested in Irish history and culture, as well as 
baseball.  She also enjoys Greek and Italian cuisine. She 
also does gardening. She is looking forward to attending 
Mind Games in April and attended Mind Games in 
Albany a few years ago.  When asked what her aspirations 
are, she said, “My needs are really simple.”  "For 
gardening, I grow a few tomato plants, nothing exciting.” 

 
She was born and grew up in Portland, and has 

lived here since.  Three favorite movies are, Usual 
Suspects, House of Games and Spanish Prisoner. 
When asked about her favorite author, she said, “I like 
many different authors. My favorite, I would say, is Ernest 
Hemingway.”  When out about town Susan may be found 
at the Portland Coffee House or the Speckled Ax.  Her 
grandfather on her father’s side was from Ireland, and her 
mother’s side is Canadian.  Susan is a pleasure to be 
around and is helpful when you have author and book 
related questions!   
 
 
 
 

Do you wish to host a Maine 
Mensa Event? 

 
As a result of our last Executive Committee meeting, we 
are offering a $20 stipend to encourage hosting a Maine 
Mensa event or activity!! The Program Chair must be 
notified and the event must be posted on the Maine 
Mensa website. 
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Players Play Hard at Mind 
Games 2013 

 

By Jim Sloan 
Maine Mensan Mind Games Participant/Voting Judge 

 
 
Mind Games was a fun and intensive weekend 

of game playing in St. Louis.  Four of us from Maine—
Anne Allen, her grandson Kevin Allen, Sue Flaherty, and 
I— joined over 250 other participants, around 200 
Mensa members and 50 guests.  It was my first time, but 
the others had done Mind Games before.  

 
At the registration desk Friday morning, each of 

us was given a blue sheet with a list of 30 games we were 
required to play, and a yellow sheet listing the 24 games 
we were not required to play.  Although the four of us 
could have registered as a group, we decided to play as 
individuals.  All participants were instructed to fill out a 
comment card for each game we played, giving specific 
written comments and rating five aspects of each game: 
aesthetics, instructions, originality, game play, and value.  
Mensa members were also given a ballot to vote for their 
seven favorites from among their 30 required games.  
The top five games in the voting would be given the 
Mensa Select designation to use in their marketing. What 
Mensa Select means to me is that smart people like 
playing the game.  

 
We were given 45 hours to finish our games and 

fill out our ballots.  Playing 30 games in 45 hours is a 
challenge, if you like to eat and sleep, too.  But there was 
a lot of support, including a hospitality area stocked with 
drinks and snacks and a microphone to announce games 
with space for more players.  People in the game room 
were focused but helpful.  There was not much time to 
socialize and get to know people the way there is at an 
RG.  It helped to have a great barbecue joint next door 
to the hotel, because by dinnertime Saturday, I was 
fighting eye strain and brain rot.  Barbecue ribs and a 
cold one were the cure. We were able to knock off our 
last few games that evening.  I even managed to play a 
couple games from my yellow list. 

 
All types of table games were represented, card 

games, board games, word games, party games, tile 
games, dice games, strategy games, and games that rolled 
it all into one.  Only two types of games seemed 
universally disliked: educational games and games with a 
political agenda.  

 
. 

 
 
The five winners of the Mensa Select stickers 

were announced Sunday morning, followed by a 
giveaway where each of the members indicates choices 
of a game to take home.  The winners covered a broad 
range of games:  

 
o Ghooost! a fast paced horror/comedy card 

game ($19.99); 
o Forbidden Desert, a cooperative adventure 

game ($24.99);  
o Kulami, a two player pure strategy marble 

placing game ($29.95);  
o Suburbia, a more complicated tile laying game 

($59.99); and  
o KerFlip! a quick playing word game ($24.99). 

We were thrilled with our good luck at the game 
giveaway.  I got my first choice in Ghooost.  Anne got 
another big winner with Forbidden Desert. And Sue 
picked an appetizing culinary card game called Raid the 
Pantry.   

 
Although there was not much time for anything 

but playing games during the conference, we were able 
to do a bit of sight-seeing afterwards.  We took a trolley 
tour, went up in the Gateway Arch, and toured Busch 
Stadium.  There was a lot more to do that we did not get 
to, such as the Budweiser brewery, zoo, the art museum 
and a lot of barbecue we did not get to eat, such as 
Pappy’s Smokehouse. But it was a really nice trip.    

 
I hope to go to Mind Games again in 2014 or 

2015.  Maybe you’d consider going, too. 
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   Maine Mensa 

PO Box 184 

   Topsham, Maine 04086 

   Phone (207) 557-6362 

 

 

Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

 

 

A Note of Thanks to  
Kevin Tremblay, our Editor 

 

 Kevin has decided, for now, to step down, as 
our editor and At-Large coordinator, as he now needs to 
dedicate more of his time and resources to his Real 
Estate career which has been taking off and demanding 
more focus. He has also started his own company, 
Maine Properties Realty.  
 
 At this point, Rob Lagos will take the reins from 
him as Acting Editor. 

 
 We wish to thank Kevin for his many 
contributions, not only for this paper, but for keeping 
Maine Mensa alive and  active, and providing a Mensa 
summer retreat for Mensa Mainers and others. He is a 
favorite Maine Mensa personality.  

 
We wish him the best of luck in his career 

endeavors, and we hope to continue to see him around 
in Maine Mensa events. 

 
. 
 
 

http://www.us.mensa.org/

