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LocSec Speaks 
            By Anne W. Allen 

 

           Well Martin Luther King might have had a  
dream, but I just have a few wishes.  If any of you could help 
with my wishes that would be amazing.  I wish we had a 
Programming Chair – someone who just ‘made sure’ something 
was happening here and there around the state.  I wish we had a 
Scholarship Chair who did it every year- so it would be easy and 
I might get a chance to read essays instead of just administering 
them.  I wish we had all our Area Coordinators filled so that 
each area would have at least one event a year to look forward 
to.  I wish we had more proctors – who could schedule a test 
once a year – in Presque Isle, or Jonesport, or Lovell, or 
Madawaska, or even York!  I wish that everyone who has a little 
special idea for Mensa would tell me about it so we can see if it 
would work for us.  I really really (don’t you love it when people 
overuse really?) just wish Maine Mensa stays vibrant and new 
and interesting for years to come.   
 

GOTYA 
 WOW! Maine Mensa won a GOTYA at the American 
Mensa Annual Gathering! 
 

continued on page 2 

 

Martin Perfit 

 
                  
Martin was born at Royal Hospital in the Bronx 

and grew up in Brooklyn.  His mother divorced when he 
was two, and he did not know his dad.  Martin is an 
engaging conversationalist and his breath of knowledge is 
astounding.  Martin turns 75 in September and could pass 
for 50.         

He was raised and lived in Brooklyn until he went 
into the Marines after completing an undergraduate degree 
at City College, graduating in 1959.  He attended Midwood 
High School in Brooklyn as well.  He spent a total of six 
years in the Marines, first on active duty and then was in 
the reserves.   

Martin, and his wife Dara, have been married for 
fifty years and celebrated this milestone in June.  During the 
interview it became apparent that they operate as a team, 
and clearly have a solid and loving relationship. Through-
out the interview he made reference to Dara many times 
indicating how strong a bond they have.  It was heart-
warming to share this small glimpse into their loving 
relationship. 

They have two children.  Their son lives in 
Colorado and has three children, and their daughter has 
one.  She is an attorney in the Bangor area; she excelled in 
school, obtaining scholarships for her education.  She 
scored 1,400 on the SATs.  His daughter’s move to Maine 
was one motivation for his moving here ten years ago, after 
he and Dara retired.    

Although while growing up he realized that his IQ 
was a cut above the grade, it was not until 1997 when he 
was encouraged by a colleague to take the WAIS test that 
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 “Begun in 1999, the Group of the Year Awards, or 
GOTYAs, recognize and reward Local Groups’ membership-related 
activities and for their active participation in all that Mensa has to offer. 
Accordingly, the GOTYA Program awards points for participation in 
Mensa rather than winning other Mensa awards. It is a competitive 
program open to all American Mensa, Ltd., Local Groups. 

Points are earned for a variety of activities and 
accomplishments, earned by the group as a whole, including 
participation in Mind Games®, CultureQuest®, Mensa 
Testing Day and Leadership Development Workshops. 

MAINE MENSA and its members have 
participated in all that Mensa has to offer.  Our members 
have attended AG’s (Annual Gatherings), RG’s (Regional 
Gatherings), LDW’s, and Mind Games, etc. 

We have had so many members interested in 
Culture Quest, that next year we will have TWO TEAMS in 
Maine!  

So congratulations to US!  It was a surprise as we 
did not enter for this honor.  It was awarded at the AG for 
our contributions to Mensa for our size group (less than 200 
members).  We are very proud that we were recognized.    

 

Election Year 
Can you believe it is another ELECTION YEAR?  

Your elected officers at Maine Mensa are as follows: Anne 
Allen, Loc Sec; Sue Flaherty, Asst. Loc Sec; Gerald 
Nessmann, Treasurer; Kevin Tremblay, At-Large.  

All have consented to have their names placed in 
consideration for another elected term of two years.  The 
Bylaws state:  

 

“No later than September 15th of each even-numbered election 
year, the ExComm shall appoint a Nominating Committee 
consisting of three members which shall, no later than the deadline 
for the November issue of the newsletter, nominate one or more 
candidates for each elected seat on the ExComm.” 
 

We do need 3 of you to volunteer to be the 
Nominating Committee, and follow the bylaws for the 
election.  Are there any takers, any new names or candidates?  
Also in the Bylaws: 

 

“No later than November 15th, additional nominations may be 
made by petition signed by five (5) members of the local group and 
delivered to the Chairman of the Election Committee. . . .At the 
closing date of petitions for nominations any nominees who are 
unopposed shall be declared elected without balloting.” 
 

So far, we have had no opposition and as such we 
have not had to poll all of you to vote.  So maybe this year 
will be the same – or different.  It is entirely up to you, the 
members.  

 

Scholarships Awarded 
The Mensa Education & Research Foundation has 

awarded scholarships to 2 Maine students.  Ayla Libby of 
Standish has been awarded the Local Diana Mossip 
Memorial Scholarship ($ 300.00) and Nicholas Dumont of 
Lebanon has been awarded the National Margie Mandelblatt 
Award ($ 600.00).  Nicholas’ award is for his Study in 

Journalism.   
The Foundation’s college scholarship program 

bases its awards totally on essays written by the applicants. 
Consideration is not given to grades, academic program or 
financial need. The scholarship application process opens 
Sept. 15 and closes Jan. 15. 

The U.S. scholarship program is very large in the 
geographic area it covers (usually about 75 percent of the 
country), the number of applications (4,000 to 6,000 in 
recent years), and the amount of money available for awards 
(more than $70,000 in 2010-2011). The Foundation's U.S. 
scholarship program is operated by approximately 400 
volunteers around the country with support from the 
Foundation's office staff.  

U.S. applicants need not be Mensa members. 
However, Mensa members may apply for both these 
scholarship programs and the additional Mensa Member 
Award Program. 
American Mensa’s Local Groups assemble judging teams of 
at least three members to review the applications. The essays 
are judged on content and also grammar, organization and 
craftsmanship. The Local Scholarship Chair sends the best 
local essays to the Regional Scholarship Chair for review. 

It is only through the active participation of 
MAINE MENSA in this scholarship program that has 
allowed our students to achieve these awards.  Beginning this 
coming year, all of the scholarship entries and judging will be 
done online.  Judging will take place between Jan 15th and 
Feb 15th 2013.  If you would like to be one of the judges, 
please contact Anne Allen.  

 

RVChat 
Recently, I asked my local group what events they 

would like to see.  The overwhelming response was outdoor 
activities, and volunteering.   

Do you enjoy the outdoors? Contact your local 
group today and offer to share this joy with the group.  We 
have several avid hikers in Mensa of Northeastern New York 
and in the last couple of months they have led several 
hikes.  Some were organized through the group, others were 
impromptu, and organized at dining events just a couple of 
days prior.  Some members are starting their journey to 
climbing every Adirondack Peak.  Others have lower 
aspirations, but just as noble....  to stay fit, and live a full life.   

Many members also enjoy running.  Last summer 
several of us started running more and ran our first races.  I 
started running just 5-10 second bursts.  And after joining a 
"Couch to 5k" program I found myself returning to the 
program and mentoring others.  Mentors and mentees alike, 
we ran races from 3 miles to half marathons.  Other races 
took us off-road, and through trails of mud, and trees, fire 
and mountains.  One member ran a 50 kilometer 
race.  Another completed a half-Ironman, and she has her 
eye on a full one next year.  Coming up in September, a 
member of Boston Mensa is hosting a yearly hike in North 
Conway, NH. . . .  

   Andrew Heffernan, 518-788-0019 
              rvc1@us.mensa.org 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  

GET TOGETHERS 

Saturday August 4th – 6:30 PM 
SeaDogs Brew Pub – South Portland 
Host: Nicole Bissonnette 
 
Second Monday Every Month 6:30 PM 
Buffalo Wings of Auburn, Maine 
Host: Anne Allen (207) 577-6362 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Last Tuesday Every Month, 8 PM 
Jimmy the Greek’s – South Portland 
Hosts: by Anne Allen & Susan Flaherty 

FLOWER ESSENCES AND MUSIC 

Maine Mensa Weekend Member Open House 
220 Chandler Hill Road, Ripley 
August 10 – 12, 2012 
Host: Kevin Tremblay (207) 270-1744 

MAINE MENSA EXCOMM MEETING 

During Flower Essences and Music Weekend 
Saturday, August 11, 2012, 2 PM 

BOAT RIDE AND DINNER -- LOVELL 

Kezar Lake – Saturday, August 26 
Loon’s Nest Marina; Boat Ride at 3 PM, Dinner at 5 PM 
Host: David Conary, Email thedavid3127@gmail.com 

AMERICAN MENSA’S CULTURE IN COWTOWN AG 

July 3 – 7, 2013 – Fort Worth, Texas 
To Register: www.ag.us.mensa.org  

M & I DINNER 2012 

Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.S Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250 

COLLOQUIUM 2013 

May 2, 2013, Between Science Fiction and Science 
Fort Worth, Texas  www.colloquium.us.mensa.org 

REGION 1 WEBPAGE: REGION1.US.MENSA.ORG 

NATIONAL MENSA WEBPAGE: WWW.US.MENSA.ORG 

AREA COORDINATORS 
Mid-Maine – Lewiston/Brunswick   Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com  (207) 577-6362 
Bangor – North          Martin Perfit 
 martinlouisp@yahoo.com (207) 862-6475 
Central – Augusta/Waterville         Vacant      
   
Greater Portland         Susan Flaherty 
 Sjflaherty2002@yahoo.com (207) 210-0657  
Southern Maine          Vacant 

� 

he realized how much above average his IQ was.  He then 
joined Mensa while living in New Jersey but was not active until 
his move here.  As he said, “I knew it was pretty high.  I am 
good at managing complex tasks and was in several honors 
classes in high school.”   

Martin has been a Freemason for twenty-seven years, 
and is a Master Mason and the Chaplain of the Seminary Hill 
Daylight Lodge in Bangor.  Martin served as Grand Chaplain 
for both The Grand Lodge of NJ and the Grand Lodge of 
Maine.  He is also an Anah Shrine Clown named Fou, 
performing at the Shrine’s Circus and at special occasions.  He 
became interested in the Freemasons while a fireman in New 
Jersey.  Some of the other firefighters were Freemasons and 
they piqued his interest in the organization.    

He had training in psychoanalysis and was a special 
education teacher for forty-one years, first as a teacher in the 
classroom, and than as an administrator for the New York City 
Board of Education.  He did evaluations and placement for 
students with special needs.  He obtained two Masters Degrees 
during this time; one in Early Childhood & Elementary 
Childhood Education and the other in Special Education.  

He feels more attention needs to be given to the gifted 
student population.  A lot of resources are spent on the bottom 
10% of the student population, but it is the top 10% that will 
solve many of our technological and medical problems.  “With 
very bright kids, there is the thought that they will take care of 
themselves. . . . We invest a lot of money on mediocrity. . . . 
Why are we not investing in the gifted students?”  He went on 
to point out that, “Gifted kids are over represented in suicide 
statistics.  Kids with IQs in the 140 – 150 range have no one to 
talk to.  They have a sense of isolation, of being different.  More 
resources should be provided to the top 10%,” he said.     

Martin pointed out that, “When a kid is not learning, 
with a delay in language, or in following serial directions, 
hearing is often a major issue.”  When he had parents of 
troubled students that he could work with, he would advise 
them to have more in-depth hearing tests done when he 
thought this was the issue of a student he was evaluating.  
“Normal is not a point, but a range,” he said.  “If the teacher 
was tolerate of certain behaviors a student may do well.  With a 
teacher that was not, the student could fail because of this.” 

Martin and Dara invited me to stay for supper when 
interviewing him in their home.  Dara served a delicious stir-fry 
of mixed vegetables over brown rice including apples!  Martin 
shared a choice bottle of wine with me.  Then we begin to talk 
about God, heaven and death; one of my favorite topics.  They 
are very active in their temple, and interestingly their rabbi is 
named Dara too.  I was challenged to reevaluate some of my 
beliefs.  They advised me to read A History of God by Karen 
Armstrong and other titles of hers, and I will. 

He is the Proctor and Recruitment Coordinator for 
Maine Mensa and a voting member of the ExComm.  He has 
offered a book and movie discussion group.  How fortunate we 
are to have him in our local group.  
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Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

Editor’s Yak 
By, Kevin P. Tremblay 

I’m doing it again, offering a weekend sleepover 
and Maine Mensa Member open house event on Saturday.  
This event is Flower Essences and Music, from August 10 
– 12th.  There will be ongoing activities and community 
meals pot luck style.  Bring something to share.   

The Ann Kucera Scholarship program is gaining.    
The July edition of Mensa Bulletin has a write up on the 
Mensa Education & Research Foundation scholarships 
program.  The signup process to participate is at 
www.us.mensa.org/scholarshipsignup, and for the Mensa 
Foundation visit www.mensafoundation.org.   

Until August 31st, prior evidence applications are 
50% off.  Tell your friends.   The Maine Mensa magnets are 
in!  Maine Mensa now has refrigerator magnets.  Everyone 
that attends the Flower Essences events gets a magnet!  A 
big thank you to Robert Lagos for taking on management 
and updating out webpage: maine.us.mensa.org.  See you all 
in August.   
 Finally, with the GOTYA award National provided 
us with a $250 check.  Our coffer is growing.  Plan an 
activity to help us spend the money (with ExComm 
approval)!    
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