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Annual Gathering: 
As you read this in late June/early July, the 2016 AG (Annual Gathering) is underway in San Diego, CA. 
There are so many options for AG attendees that it can be challenging to fit them all into the five days - 
events, speakers, tours, games and tournaments, LDWs (Leadership Development Workshops) and the 
Leadership Summit, award ceremonies, board, business and committee meetings, meet and greets (for SIGs, 
regions, leadership positions and more), and of course hospitality (a place to sit and visit with friends, grab a 
bite to eat or a drink and just take it all in).  
BTW – there’s an app for that! This year’s App, which has info on all of the scheduled meetings and events 
can be found by searching for Mensa AG 2016 - it is available both on Android and iPhone. 
 
If you are attending, I hope we had a chance to meet and chat. If you didn't make it to San Diego, check out 
all the things you missed here: http://ag.us.mensa.org/  and consider attending a future AG. The 2017 AG 
will be held in Hollywood, Florida. 
  
News from National:  
  
National Committees:  
Did you know that American Mensa has a number of committees charged with overseeing programs and 
developing policy at the national level? No matter what your passion, American Mensa has an outlet for your 
talents, passion and energy. See the full list here: http://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/committees/ 
Click on the committee name to learn more about its work or to contact the chair to find out how you get 
can get involved. 
  
As a member of the AMC (American Mensa Committee, its national board of directors), I also participate on 
several committees: Finance and Audit, Communications, and (Chair) Local Group Logistics. If you have any 
questions, suggestions or concerns about anything relating to American Mensa governance, please feel free to 
contact me. I am your representative at the national level. 
   
Around the Region: 
 

  Central NY Mensa toured their local library to learn more about all of the available resources, prior to their 
June Business Meeting. What a great way to get more members involved! 

  MoNNY (Mensa of Northeastern NY) hosts a monthly Volunteer Afternoon at their Regional Food Bank. 
This sounds like a wonderful opportunity to give back to your local community with a friendly group of 
Mensans. 

  Southern CT Mensans gathered for a production of Shakespeare on the Sound presents: Hamlet 
  

http://ag.us.mensa.org/
http://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/committees/
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Want to have a similar event in your local area? Consider hosting!  
  
Just a reminder… Upcoming Region 1 events:  
 
September 2 – 5 is MoNNY's End of Summer RechaRGe Regional Gathering in Albany NY.  
To register:  http://bit.ly/106RechaRGe2016 
  
 This month's question for you…   
How do you define 'fun' - what do you plan for, look forward to and thoroughly enjoy?   
  
Lisa Maxwell 
617-335-1484 
RVC1@us.mensa.org 
 
 
 

      
 
 

Our First Regional Gathering 
My experiences 
by Rob S. Lagos 
 
The regional gathering, which was designed as a 
mini-RG, was held at the Clarion Hotel in 
Portland.  To me, it appeared to be around 50 
guests in attendance. Anne, and the RG 
committee (Sue, Jim, and Kat), worked very hard 
and seemingly tirelessly at the preparations, and 
there was much anticipation and excitement 
before and during the event!  I tried to be on-hand 
all during the event to help out, although it turned 
out that the crew was able to keep things nailed 
down.  I, at least, supplied the banner.  I only wish 
more pictures had been taken – one detail at 
which we had goofed, perhaps because we had 
been focused on everything else - and even those 
at the front of this issue do not really do the event 
justice.  We also had people asking “where are the 

pictures?!” on Facebook!  Oh, well, next gathering 
I will be sure to have my camera ready! 
 
I found a rather surprising - for me - atmosphere 
of friendship during the event.  I walked back in 
on Saturday morning to be warmly greeted by a 
friendly group playing a game of Mahjong.  I, 
personally, am not a gamer, and I wasn’t 
particularly looking forward to spending my time 
learning new games.  But it turned out for me a 
pleasant experience.  Melina Huot, Anne’s niece, 
demo-instructed this game, and she turned out to 
be a very effective games instructor, making the 
learning experience for me effortless, fun, and 
actually worthwhile. 
I enjoyed other games played, which included 
Mahjong; Iota and Quirkle (which involve color 
and pattern recognition); Snake Oil (we were 
hilarious!); Quiddler (another word game forming 
words from letters); and Circular Reasoning (a 
relaxed, simple strategic race game).   
 

http://bit.ly/106RechaRGe2016
mailto:RVC1@us.mensa.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHtePYhL3NAhWH6x4KHdABB3IQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwildtide.co.uk%2F2015%2F04%2F12%2Feaster-holiday-lydford-gorge-snake-oil-game-holywell-bay-pitch-putt%2F&psig=AFQjCNG6DKDKwQdsoHtO1pLwTFFho09gWQ&ust=1466733090149079
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And a plethora of other games, including 
foremost, those selected at Mensa Mind Games 
including Settlers of Catan, Kerfluffle, Fluxx, 
Ticket to Ride, Uncle Chestnut’s Table Gype, and 
on and on… 
 
We had FAMOUS game players come to teach us 
their favorite games. On the front page, second 
bottom picture from the left, can be seen Jim (the 
girl from Ft. Kent in disguise) Sloan from Maine 
Mensa - playing Lords of Waterdeep with 
GERRY SHANNON - who WON the PAX 
EAST Lords of Waterdeep Tabletop Tourney in 
April in Boston. We also had RICHARD 
COFFIN (Mr. Coffin) . . . who is a dedicated 
Sentinels of the Multiverse player . . . who has 
made many custom decks for the game. 
 
I personally found, in this, a way to socialize that I 
hadn’t before quite realized can happen in a games 
event. 

 
 I went out to dine with a group on Friday at On 
the Border in South Portland, and another group 
at Po’ Boys and Pickles in Portland on Saturday.  I 
cannot remember everyone’s name, but some of 
them were Steve and Linda from DownEast 
Maine; Jim, a visiting New Jersey Mensan; and 
Maine Mensa “regulars” Sue, Jim, and Kat. I was 
also treated to FREE brunch Saturday and Sunday 
morning inside the hotel at Pete and Larry’s!   
I did not mention the brew bus rides which toured 
brewing places in Portland and the scavenger 
hunt, in which I did not participate. 
 
You can find the Maine RG committee report on 
this event in the ExComm minutes, contained in 
this issue. 
 
 

 

 
 
Executive Committee 
    

  LocSec        Anne W. Allen (207) 577-6362 

  locsec@maine.us.mensa.org 

  Asst LocSec & Sight 
 Coordinator    Susan Flaherty  (207) 210-0657 

  suejflaherty@gmail.com 

  Treasurer       Gerald Nessmann (207) 564-7875 

  gerald@nessmann.us 

 Publications & 
 Editor  Robert S. Lagos  (207) 846-3063 

  robertslagos@gmail.com 

  Program Chair Jim Sloan (207) 807-8594 

  jxsloan@hotmail.com 
  

 At Large & Membership 
 Coordinator  Leona Prodouz (207) 710-9072 

  leona.prodouz@gmail.com 

 Ombudsman Kat Masters  (207) 233-5222 

  k8masters@gmail.com 

 Region 1 RVC    Lisa Maxwell (617) 335-1484    

 RVC1@us.mensa.org 

 

                   
 

ProcTalk 
By Chance Stevens-Griffeth 
 
There are big changes coming to the world of 
Certified Mensa Proctors.  Many of us took the 
Mensa Admissions Test (MAT) before we were 
offered membership.  It's actually been around 
for over 55 years.  In an effort to mitigate the 
Flynn Effect, a steady increase in the scores on 
intelligence tests that has been observed since 
the early 1930s, American Mensa is currently in 
the process of retiring the MAT and replacing it 
with the Reynolds Adaptable Intelligence Test 
(RAIT).  July will be the last month that I 
personally will administer the MAT.  Proctors 
are currently going through training to become 
certified on administering the RAIT.  If you 
know someone who did not qualify for Mensa 
previously, they will be able to try again by 
taking the RAIT for the normal testing fee. 
 

mailto:locsec@maine.us.mensa.org
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:gerald@nessmann.us
mailto:robert.lagos@myfairpoint.net
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/rslagos/Desktop/Maine%20Mensa/leona.morgan@gmail.com
mailto:k8masters@gmail.com
mailto:RVC1@us.mensa.org
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C A L E N D A R  O F  EV E N T S  
S U M M E R  2 0 1 6  
 
 

MONTHLY TRIVIA NIGHTS: 

 
Old Orchard Beach Trivia 
Jimmy the Greek’s in Old Orchard Beach, Maine 
Last Monday of Every Month; 7:00 – 9:30 PM.   
Host: Anne Allen 207-577-6362 

 
Paddy Murphy's Irish Pub, Bangor, Maine 
Second Wednesday of Every Month, 8:30 - 11:00 PM 
Host: Gerald Nessmann, (207) 564-7875 
 
 

OTHER MONTHLY EVENTS: 

 
Downeast Maine Mensa Dine-Arounds 
Fourth Thursday of Every Month, 6:00 - 8:00 PM 
Inquire for details;  restaurants in the Ellsworth area 
which will vary in food, ambience, and price. 
Contact Steve Weinreich and Linda Hayward at  
swinv.sw@gmail.com to be placed on email list. 

 
Mensa Movie Night 
Mensa Movie Night is on break for the summer and 
will return in September. Keep an eye on our Facebook 
page or call Jim for details. 

 
M & I Dinner 2016 
Mensa, Intertel and I.S.P.E. Dinner 
Great (Oriental) Buffet, 4th Fridays of the Month 
Newington, NH  
RSVP Host Walter Wakefield (603) 436-7250. 
 

 
OTHER EVENTS: 

 
Kezar Lake: Boat Ride and Lunch 
Sunday July 10th, Starting 11 am. 
219 West Lovell Road Lovell, ME 04051 
A fun day will be had by the lake and on the lake - a 
time to just relax and have fun! We will have lunch at 
the Loon's Nest Restaurant and David will take us on a 
boat ride on Kezar Lake. Contact information: David 
A. Conary, thedavid3127@gmail.com, (207) 665-2716; 
www.kezarlake.com 

 

 

OTHER EVENTS  (continued): 

 
Pool Party Sunday 
Sunday, July 17, 2 pm. 
71 Vera Street, Portland 
Host: Sue Flaherty, suejflaherty@gmail.com or (207) 210-
0657. 

 
Music Cruise 
Friday, July 22, 7:30 pm. 
Band "Wavelength" Casco Bay Terminal Commercial 
Street.  Tickets tend to go fast so please get you tickets 
ahead of time there may not be any for sale the day of 
the cruise. 
Contact: Sue Flaherty, suejflaherty@gmail.com or (207) 
210-0657. 

 
Games and Pizza Night in Yarmouth 
Saturday, August 13th, 6 pm 
385 Portland St., Yarmouth, ME 
Join us for pizza and games in Yarmouth!  Bring your 
favorite game; we will order pizza!  Please rsvp.  Host: Rob 
Lagos, (207) 846-3063, robertslagos@gmail.com. 

 
Mini Golf 
Tuesday, August 16th, 6pm.   
Martel's Ice Cream/Mini-Golf 757 Portland Road Saco.  
Contact: Sue Flaherty, suejflaherty@gmail.com or (207) 
210-0657. 

 
Afternoon Picnic Outing in Limington 
Sunday, August 21st, 12 pm to 4 pm 
88A Millturn Rd Limington. 
New member Ashera Cinnamon has invited us to a Potluck 
Picnic at her house in Limington.  It is on a lake for 
swimming, and we can play games and pool if it rains.   
Contact: (207) 637-2106 and email: acinnamon@meca.edu. 

 

***************************************** 
Next Quarterly ExComm Meeting:  
Sunday September 11, 1pm,  
Geaghan’s Pub & Craft Brewery 
570 Main Street, Bangor, ME 

***************************************** 

AREA COORDINATORS 
 

MID-MAINE (Lewiston/Brunswick) Anne Allen 
 wilsnanni@yahoo.com   (207) 577-6362 
 

GREATER PORTLAND  Susan Flaherty 
 suejflaherty@gmail.com   (207) 210-0657  
 

BANGOR & SOUTHERN MAINE   Vacant 
 
 

http://www.kezarlake.com/
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
mailto:wilsnanni@yahoo.com
mailto:suejflaherty@gmail.com
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Editor’s note: I love the picture so I had to include this. 
 

From May Region I Report 
by Lisa Maxwell 
 
As I sit in hospitality overlooking the Atlantic Ocean at Cape Cod, Boston Mensa’s mini RG, I am reminded 
of why I love my Mensa family. Some of the attendees are folks I only see once or twice a year, but we enjoy 
the opportunity to catch up and spend time together.  
 
It's a national family - we have people here from Virginia, Texas and all over the Northeast. Snippets of some 
conversations include: 
"And there was a guy in a dinosaur costume performing musical theatre numbers." 
"Smart and stupid are not mutually exclusive." 
"Is there a group in the area that meets to discuss politics?" 
"He brought an extension cord to bring the blender out to the hot tub." 
  
Hope you'll join us at an upcoming event or gathering soon, and become part of our extended family. 
  

 
  
  

News from National: 
The AMC (American Mensa Committee - the national board of directors) held a teleconference meeting in 
May - the recording of the session is available online at:  http://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/meeting-
reports/  
   

http://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/meeting-reports/
http://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/meeting-reports/
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 HARLEY BLIFFEL’S HOUSE OF PUZZLES 

by Steve Weinreich 
 
First, old business: 
 
SORTA, asked you to organize twenty cards into one group of six cards, one of five cards, one of four, 
one of three, and one of two cards, each group characterized by a single word.  Here are possible sorts 
for each of the twenty-card puzzles.  The key words for each group follow the pictures.   

 
 
6 WHEEL  
5 WOOD 
4 LIVE 
3 ARC 
2 BUILDING 
 

 
 
6 HEAD 
5 WATER  
4 U 
3 LEAF 
2 TRIANGLE 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now, here are some more puzzles from Harley’s collections: 
 
Somewhere in the State of Maine, in a glass cube 75 feet along each edge, is an extraordinary EARTH 
GLOBE, over 40 feet in diameter. 
 
This extraordinary globe is attached to a shaft that runs from its north pole through its south pole, and is 
held at 23.5 degrees from vertical, just like any ordinary globe, to represent the angle of Earth’s axis 
through the plane of its orbit.  The shaft is motorized to turn the globe at up to one rpm.  Presently, the 
globe is set to make one counterclockwise rotation every 18 minutes. 
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Unlike any ordinary globe, the motorized shaft stands on one end of an arm (shown in the sketch at left 
below), the other end of which sits on a motor driven, vertical shaft directly under the center of the globe.  
Like the globe, the arm can make one rpm, but is presently set for one counterclockwise rotation every 18 
minutes.   
 
[A]  What is the purpose of the extraordinary arm? 
[B]  Is the arm in reasonable proportion to the globe? 
[C]  Which direction(s) should the globe and arm be turning? 
[D]  Would the purpose be better served by adjusting the speed controls?  
[E]  What major element is missing? 
 
 
 

 
  

One MIDNIGHT AT THE OPERA, the night before the 
Opening of a new show, the premiere that might make 
his career, a driven (and hard-driving) young Set 
Designer, Seth, awoke in an orchestra seat from an ill-
advised “brief nap” to find himself alone .... in almost 
darkness. The stage crew he’d been driving had 
apparently left the building without waiting for Seth’s 
final (and always urgent) notes. 
 
Shaking off sleep, Seth used the exit lights to make his 
way backstage and get the worklights working.  He 
almost fell into the orchestra pit along the way, tripped 
over a mop-bucket, scraped his elbow on a brick wall, 
almost fell against a newly painted flat (and pulled a 
chest muscle getting out of that).  But he did get the 
lights on, saw that the last of the set painting was 
done; the stage was clean and freshly mopped; the 
actor’s marks had been retaped.  Everything looked 
great, and he heaved a painful sigh of relief as he 
plopped down on a chair by his work table.  And then 
he realized …   

 
No! - something was terribly wrong!  Now he snapped 
full awake.  The Column was missing!  The most 
important part of Seth’s carefully crafted design.  A 
tilted cylinder, perfectly angled to express the 
philosophical core of the new opera, “Mondo Rotundo” 
– and perfectly angled to perfectly express Seth’s own 
design genius.  The Column was supposed to be 
centerstage, matte grey and standing at an angle 
exactly 23.5 degrees from vertical.  But it was not 
there!?! 
 
Seth spun around (twisting his left knee); maybe it had 
been moved when the floor was cleaned.  He found it, 
sort of, in the wings, stage left; a plain, gray, cardboard 
tube; 10 inch diameter (as he’d specified).  But the 
ends of the tube were wrong; very wrong.  They were 
torn and ragged (as you can see at the right above).  
Seth ran to his table, where the blueprints were still 
rolled out, to check his drawing of The Column.  The 
drawing showed, in side elevation, precisely what Seth 
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had called for (and you can see it above, just left of the 
damaged tube).  One end was square, the other 23.5 
degrees from square.   
 
Seth’s ruler showed that there was barely enough 
good tube to make the column (phew!), so all he had to 
do was cut off the ends.  And he had just the tool to cut 
cardboard quickly and efficiently, his trusty utility knife 
with its trusty one-inch blade.  Seth was very good at 
this and had even won “utility knife control” at a 
cardboard model contest in set design school. 
  

So all Seth had to do was make a pencil line around 
each end of the tube, to show where to cut.  And he 
did have a pencil, and a 30-60-90 plastic triangle, a T-
square, and compass, on his table. 
 
How did he manage to correctly mark the tube? 
  
 
© 2015 Steve Weinreich  all rights reserved 
 
 

 
 
From the Scholarship Chair 
By Chance Stevens-Griffeth 
 
The latest round of scholarship judging has come to a 
close.  This cycle, Maine Mensa scored 43 essays and 
move 14 applicants on to the Regional level.  After 
National scoring was complete, our local winner was 
announced as Quinn Sluzenski from Charlotte, ME, a 
Sociology student at Harvard.  I would like to thank this 
season's judges, Denise Rowden, Heidi Paulding, Jo 
Duhaime, John Gobel, Kavi Montanaro, Lyndsay Tower, 
Mike Connell, Rob S Lagos, Stephanie Heatley, and 
Thomas Bickford.  Special thanks to Heidi, Kavi, Mike, 
Rob, and Stephanie who have been judges for me in 
multiple years!  The next application cycle starts on 
September 15th, 2016 and is open to anyone who will be 
attending a degree program beginning in the 2017/18 
academic school year.  The sole criteria is a 550 word 
essay.  Tell a friend!  Or, apply yourself.   

 

 

Puzzle Trivia Corner: The Doomsday 

Algorithm 

By Rob S. Lagos 

Do you ever wonder how some people can instantly 
figure out the day of the week of a given calendar 

date? 

Well, there is an algorithm called the “Doomsday” 

algorithm which facilitates that. It takes advantage of 
each year having a certain day of the week (the 
doomsday) upon which certain easy-to-remember 
dates fall; for example, 4/4, 6/6, 8/8, 10/10, 12/12, 
and the last day of February all occur on the same 

day of the week in any given year. Applying the 

Doomsday algorithm involves three steps (first step 
given here for our current Gregorian calendar): 

1. Determine the "anchor day" for the century:  

(5 × (century-number mod 4)) mod 7.   

Count up from Tuesday.  For 1800’s it is Friday: 5 

x (18 mod 4) mod 7 = (5 x 2) mod 7 = 10 mod 7 
= 3; Tuesday + 3 days = Friday.  For 1900’s it is 

Wednesday, for 2000’s it is Tuesday; for 2100’s it 
is Sunday.  Note that in this equation, century 
number is first two digits of the century. 

2. Use the anchor day for the century to calculate 
the doomsday for the year (and don’t ask me why 
they call it “doomsday”). To find the doomsday: 

a. Divide the year's last two digits by 12 and let A 

be the floor of the quotient (for 41, A would = 
3). 

b. Let B be the remainder of the same quotient 
(for 41, B would = 5). 

c. Divide that remainder by 4 and let C be the 

floor of the quotient (for 41, C = 1). 

d. Take the sum of the three numbers (A+B+C), 

divide by 7, and take the remainder.  (for 41, 
3+5+1 = 9; remainder of 9/7 = 2.) 

e. Count forward the specified number of days 
from the anchor day to get the year's 

doomsday. (For 1941, it is Friday.) 

 
3. Choose the closest date out of the ones listed that 

always fall on the doomsday:  
4/4, 6/6, 8/8, 10/10, 12/12; OR 5/9, 7/11, 9/5, 
11/7 (which can be remembered as “9 to 5 at 7-
11”); OR 1/3 (for non-leap years) or 1/4(for leap 
years); OR 2/28 (for non-leap years) or 2/29 (for 
leap years); count the number of days (modulo 7) 

between that date and the date in question to 
arrive at the day of the week. 

Example: Pearl Harbor Day: December 7, 1941: 

12/12 falls on Doomsday, Friday; 12/7 is 5 days 
previous to that, which is Sunday. 

The algorithm is simple enough for anyone with basic 
arithmetic ability (but who can learn and practice the 
algorithm) to do the calculations mentally.  This was 
devised by John Conway, an English Mathematician. 
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Solution to  
 Try this Crossword! 
from MaineScene Volume 7 # 2 
 

 

1F 2E R 4M A 6T S 
 9Z 10A 

11E R  14O ! Y  18A  S 

21R G  24R H  27C L I P 

R  33S N A I L    

U  43K I V  47A 48R 49T S 

51M 52A I N 55E B R E W  

 A  G   I  69E 70P 

 R   75S 76P O I L S 

81P O 83R 84T  86U N  89V I 

D N A L  B  98M E  

 
 
ACROSS (left to right): 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  Whose 1637 conjecture (possessive form) - that 
Pythagorean triples will never work with positive integer 
exponents of three or greater - was finally proved 358 years 
later? (in 2015 Culture Quest)  
9. What you get at Otto's, in urban slang 
11. Medical drama television series 
14, 16. Yiddish exclamation 
21. Something happening on May 20 
24. Blood type factor 

 
 
 
 
 
ACROSS (continued): 
33. Type of mail 
43. Airport code of Chisinau (Kishinev), Moldova airport. 
47. Painting and music are these. 
51. A tour we may use 
69. Extended play - abbr. 
75. Belongs to the victor. 
81. Featured Maine town in May (wrapped around). 
86. This replaced League of Nations in 1945. 
89. Unix screen editor 
98. The only U.S. state bordering just one state. 

 
DOWN: 
1. Antique chemical word for iron - or, tool made of iron. 
2. Unit of energy (= 10−7 Joules). 
4. First part of the day. 
6. In urban dictionary - gratitude. 
10. A snake; or a tool for making web pages. 
18. Most abundant metal in Earth's crust (chemical symbol) 
27. Hotel where we will have our activity. 
33. Favorite winter sport. 
48. Regarding 
49. The positive square root of the 12th positive Fibonacci 
number (in 2015 Culture Quest). 
52. First name of the composer who won the 1945 Pulitzer 
Prize for Music with the ballet Appalachian Spring (in 2015 
Culture Quest). 
70. Unit of pressure (non-metric) 
76. There are plenty of these in [81-across]! 
81. Element #46 
83. Egyptian sun god 
84. Urban slang - said of a long boring post. 

 
UP: 
55. The  [98-across]  [4][29][34][29]-[21-across]  CLAIM: 
[29][49]  [59][29][37][37]   [56][2]   [6][25][2]   [56][2][20][6]   
[1][86][34]  &  [22][5][4][2][20]    [4][29][34][29]- [21-across] 
___________! 

Solution to the above: 
 
"The ME Mini-RG CLAIM: 
 
IT WILL BE THE BEST FUN & GAMES MINI-RG 
EVAH!"
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Maine Mensa Ex-Comm Meeting  
Sunday, June 5, 2016    (Minutes include Maine Mensa RG Committee Report) 

 
Type of meeting: Executive Committee Meeting 
The meeting was held at Panera Bread,  
11 Main St. (Westbrook crossing), Westbrook, Maine. 
Officers present: Anne Allen (LocSec); Sue Flaherty (Assistant LocSec); Robert S. Lagos (Editor and Publications Officer); Jim 
Sloan (Program Chair); Kathryn Masters (Ombudsman); Leona Prodouz (At Large and Membership Coordinator). 
Also present: Chance Stevens-Griffeth, Scholarship Chair. 
Officers not present: Gerald Nessman (Treasurer). 

 
Minutes recorded by Anne Allen and Rob Lagos 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:08 pm. 
 
Old Business. 
 
Minutes of last Meeting: 
 
The minutes to the last meeting of March 13, 2016 were approved. 
 
Culture Quest: 
 
Maine had four teams compete this year, and winners have not yet been announced, but the point totals for each team are in: 
 

Portland-1 (4 members):  82.5 
Portland-2 (4 members):  67 
Downeast (4 members):  64 
Bangor (2 members):  19 

 
There was talk about creating an "A" team or grand team, consisting of all-stars.  Further discussion about this is tabled for the 
winter meeting. 
 
A letter from Anne went out to the AMC (to Nicole Sorenson, cc Lisa Maxwell and Deb Stone) regarding problems 
encountered in the Culture Quest process.   The content of this letter follows: 
 

Hi All, 
 
Maine usually has quite a few CQ teams.  Last year 5; this year 4.  All of our teams noticed problems with this year's 
CQ packets we received. 
 
1. One received Postage Due. 
2. One received the tests unsealed. 
3. On some, the instructions (to read beforehand) were in the sealed envelope with the tests. 
4. One had no instructions.  (I always send them ahead to the teams anyways.) 
5. One had the Signed paper (to be completed beforehand) in the sealed envelope. 
6. None had any cover sheet as before with the Mensa logo - who wrote it, etc. - AND a place to enter your Team 
Name. 
7. Without a cover sheet, there was no place to write in the Team Name - and some teams did not - thinking 'you' 
must have some way 'you' are going to know this. 
 
Hopefully my Team Captains wrote their return address on their submissions - because there was NO return address 
on the Tyvek envelopes we received from National. 
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We have no issues with the Quest itself.  The questions were murky and difficult.  There wasn't as much humor or fun 
in it, but that's just something we have gotten used to in the past. 
 
The actual management of the mailing, presentation, etc. was really awful.  Our questions are: 
 
Why were there any changes?  There was no improvement.  Postage due is silly.  The packages were all different and 
not up to the standards we have had in the past.  The signup sheet and instructions should be available BEFORE the 
sealed envelope is opened.  There should be a cover sheet on all the sets to brand this as Mensa and have a place to 
have our Team Name.  Team Name should be on the mailing label to the Team Captain. 
 
Personally, in my humble opinion, it looked pretty shoddy and rinky-dink.  I have no clue what changed or 
why.  Hopefully you can go back to the quality in previous years. 
 
Some team members asked why the return envelope doesn't have postage already on it - to return to National - that 
makes sense. 
 
Anne Allen, Loc Sec 
Maine Mensa  

 
 
Maine Mensa Regional Gathering (May 20-22): 
 
A report from the Maine RG committee was created, detailing feed-back, as well as what seemed to work and what seemed 
not to work, on last month's Maine RG.   Most of the feedback received was positive.  The hotel seemed to enjoy having us 
and is offering us the same rate for next year.  Feedback from guests was generally positive, with few complaints.  The 
"executive" room on the 6th floor did not seem to work well, and efforts will be made to rent a room closer to the game room 
next year.  Money was lost on the Brew Bus and T-shirts.  Overall financial loss is estimated to be around $250, but official 
numbers are not yet compiled.  This falls in line of what we were expecting for this event.  Plans on having a Maine RG next 
year are still tentative.   
The following is the content of the Maine RG committee report: 
 

Maine Mensa 2016 RG at the Clarion Hotel in Portland 
 
Mini RG: 
Hotel:  They enjoyed having us there and have already offered us the same rate ($97.50) for June 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 2017 if 
we decide to offer a RG next year.  Our guests enjoyed the space, the rooms and the restaurant.  Few complaints, 
smoke smell in some rooms no hot water but over all good. 
What didn't work: The executive suite didn't work, too far from game room, people who did wander up there were 
surprised to find someone sleeping there.  Next year (if we do it) might be worth renting a room near the game room, 
take out the bed put in chairs and use that as the hang out room.  Also, make it much easier to stock the refreshments. 

Pub Crawl/Brew Bus 
We lost money on brew bus but it was a fun experience for those who went.  Next year if people want to brew bus 
might offer transportation to join a regular brew tour and not try to do a private one.  Brew Bus had 10 seats sold/13 
seats were available.  Pub Crawl well received only two problems: Transportation back to the hotel was haphazard and 
next year maybe make arrangements with hotel for private van transportation. It also emptied out game room so 
people felt abandoned back at the hotel.  Pub Crawl 12 participants. 

Games Very enjoyable for the participants, demoing was great, maybe try to make gaming more inclusive by offering 
some sign-up sheets so people can join games more easily. A couch/comfy chair area in the room for those not 
gaming might be nice. 

Events outside hotel.  It’s a "destination" RG so perhaps offering trips, arranging transportation or facilitating ride 
shares.  Something as simple as a sign-up sheet "We are going to x and such and such time" sign up here.  People 
should also be notified of things (Like Steampunk Tea) that might require more prep work way ahead of time 
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Registration Table.  Need way to staff table-  maybe have people sign up for short shifts.  Dedicated procedure of 
what to do if someone needs to pay, buy a t-shirt etc.  

Food Over all worked well.  Cheese big hit, apples-no bananas- yes. More M&Ms, fewer pretzels and animal crackers. 
Less soda (more Moxie, less Mountain Dew). Not providing a meal is fine - too much good food to be had elsewhere. 

Scavenger Hunt/Trivia Night need to change these up a little for next year and try a different format (Maybe pub 
trivia in the restaurant?)   
 
The general impression was that attendees had fun and expressed interest in returning.  
 
Submitted by The RG Committee – 
Sue Flaherty 
Kat Masters 
Jim Sloan 
 

 
New Business. 
 
Mind Games 2018: 
We will bid on Mind Games 2018.  We will try to make a favorable case for travel and lodging expense going to Portland. 
 
New Mensa Admissions Test: 
Chance again spoke of the RAIT (Reynold's Adaptive Intelligence Test), which will be a new Mensa admissions test, to replace 
the Mensa Admissions Test (MAT), which has comprised the 2nd of the two Mensa admissions tests.  The Wonderlic test will 
not be replaced.  The new test still has yet to be approved.  Those who already took the Mensa admissions test but did not 
pass would be able to take this one to get into Mensa. 
 
Scholarship 2016: 
We have a $300 scholarship winner, Quinn Sluzenski from Charlotte, ME, a Sociology student at Harvard. 
 
Event calendar for summer: 
* This Tuesday, June 7: movie night 
* Anne will start up doing Pub Trivia at Jimmy the Greek's in Old Orchard Beach, every last Monday of the month, starting 
on June 27. 
* Sunday July 10:  Kezar Lake event (David Conary) 
* Sunday July 17: Pool Party at Sue's 
* Friday July 22: Music Cruise, with Wavelength Band, 7:30 
* Tuesday August 16: Mini-Golf 
* Sunday August 21: Pinic at Asherah's 
* New: Robert will host a Pizza/Games gathering at his house on Saturday August 13, at 6pm. 
* New: Leona and Justin will host a Costume Halloween party on Saturday October 29. 
 
National Ombudsman Election: 
Kat will be able to vote for one of the candidates.  She presented the candidate booklet at the meeting. 
 
Next Meeting 
Next meeting will be on Sunday September 11 at 1 pm at Geaghan’s Pub & Craft Brewery, 
570 Main Street, Bangor, ME 
. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:24 p.m. 
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   Maine Mensa 

locsec@maine.us.mensa.org 

   Phone (207) 577-6362 

 

 

 

Mensa is an international organization of 

people with an IQ at or above the 98th percentile. 

Mensa provides a forum for intellectual exchange 

among members. Its activities include the exchange of 

ideas by lectures, discussions, journals, special-interest 

groups, and local, regional, national, and international 

gatherings. Mensa does not hold any opinions, or have, 

or express, any political or religious views.  Opinions 

expressed herein are those of the individual contributors 

and of the editor and not of American Mensa Ltd or of 

Maine Mensa.  For more information go to the web site: 

http:// www.us.mensa.org.  The MaineScene is a free 

publication for members of Maine Mensa #01/040. 

  

 

 

              

Maine Mensa on the Web 
Visit our web pages, and drop us a line! 
 
Regional page: region1.us.mensa.org 

Maine Mensa page: www.maine.us.mensa.org 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/417598975112430/43
8441466361514/ 

www.facebook.com/MaineMensa/ 

National Web Site:  www.us.mensa.org 

 
 

http://www.us.mensa.org/
http://region1.us.mensa.org/
https://mainemensa.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/417598975112430/438441466361514/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/417598975112430/438441466361514/
https://www.facebook.com/MaineMensa/
http://www.us.mensa.org/

